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About Dark Matter

Dark Matter is an independent fanzine exploring science fiction, fantasy, art,
life, the universe and everything.
For your free subscription to Dark Matter, e-mail darkmatterfanzine@gmail.com
with the word ‘subscribe’ in the subject field.  E-mail addresses will be considered
confidential and will not be used for any purpose other than distribution.
Dark Matter is available online at http://www.darkmatterfanzine.com/
publications.html and several other locations on the web The State Library of
Victoria also makes Dark Matter available in paper format. Follow Dark Matter
on our website at http://www.darkmatterfanzine.com Facebook www.facebook.
com/darkmatterfanzine and Twitter https://twitter.com/#!/DarkMatterzine. Snail
Mail to Dark Matter, PO Box 144, Lynbrook, Victoria, Australia 3975.
Copyright belongs to contributors and reverts to contributors on publication.
Photos, images and text from other sources are used on what I understand
to be fair usage within the laws of copyright. This is my intent; any issues or
concerns should be directed to the editor at darkmatterfanzine@gmail.com.
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor. This is a
fanzine, and as such is a forum for personal opinions and debate. However,
the editor reserves the right to refuse to publish material that may be offensive.
Dark Matter likes to give credit for contributions and sources for each issue. If
errors or omissions have been made, please e-mail the editor. Uncredited text
is probably the editor.
While I hope to respond to correspondence, this is not guaranteed.
Flamers and senders of dubious or explicit content will be put on a blocked
senders list and removed from the distribution list.
Thanks to all the readers who are contacting Dark Matter with news, letters
and invites to events that I hope will enrich the content of DM. And the photos!
Facebook is an awesome source of photos and links to sites. Thanks guys! If
at any time I don’t give credit or tag the photos properly, email me and I’ll issue
a correction. I appreciate your contributions, and I want to get it right (Heinz
Meanz Beanz Goodies quote).

Review Gradings
Not all reviews are graded, but when reviews are graded Dark Matter tries
to be consistent. Therefore, where gradings are given, they will hopefully be
consistent with the below rating system:
1 star  - Very bad book/movie/game, many flaws, definitely not recommended.
2 stars - Mediocre or average with a serious flaw, not recommended, but can
still be readable or watchable
3 stars - Good but not great. Can be recommended for fans of the genre.
4 stars - Great, highly recommended.
5 stars - Masterpiece.
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Editorial

Dear Reader,
I’ve finally put out issue 10, not because it is complete but
because it’s been so long since issue 9.   It’s really difficult and
time-consuming to get any issue of Dark Matter to the point where
it feels complete. So much is happening, I always feel like I’m
chasing my tail. Add to that the fact that I was seriously ill with
flu & pneumonia for a month, hubby & I have had unemployment
woes (he has a job again now) and lots of other ‘real life’ things to
deal with, and getting an online magazine to completion has been
nigh on impossible, however:
Dark Matter the website launched here http://www.
darkmatterfanzine.com on 29 April 2012 and was relaunched with
a new, improved magazine look in September. It’s far quicker
and easier to put articles, reviews, interviews etcetera up here
as they become available. Also, I’ve been putting interviews up
in MP4 (video) format and MP3 (audio) format. While I plan to
return to transcribing, one of the issues with interviews has been
the wonderful, talented queue of creators lining up for interviews
but transcribing takes SO LONG.
A full list of interviews with links is here http://www.darkmatterfanzine.
com/dmf/title-index/. Some of the wonderful people I’ve interviewed
since my YouTube channel started are Bruce Boxleitner (Babylon 5,
Tron, Scarecrow & Mrs King), Cindy Morgan (Tron, Caddyshack),
Terry Molloy (Davros from Doctor Who), Chris Heyerdahl (True
Blood, Stargate, Sanctuary, Hell on Wheels), Rachel Grant (Bond
girl), Charles Martinet (Mario Bros), Emmett Skilton and Tim Balme
(The Almighty Johnsons). I’ve also interviewed these fantasy
authors: Trudi Canavan, Melina Marchetta, Jay Kristoff and more.
A couple of interviews are still in editing but all will be up soon.
It’s possible to subscribe via email or RSS and to choose your
feed: either ‘all content’, ‘interviews’, ‘video’ or ‘podcast’ (MP3
files).  Simply scroll down the right hand column on the home page
and you’ll find this subscription widget under the social media
subscription and the ‘Top 10 posts’.
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New features include registering to comment (instructions here
http://www.darkmatterfanzine.com/dmf/login-and-registration/);
registration enables Comment Luv to link a recent blog entry of
yours to your comment on my website. The intention is to promote
networking, however as far as I’m aware Comment Luv only links
WordPress blogs.
Search functions allow you to search for keywords, by categories
or tags. For example, if you’re looking for a recent post about
Armageddon Expo, you can search by the category ‘event’ to pull
up a list of events starting with the most recent. This won’t pull up
interviews but it will pull up blogs with video of panels embedded.
Searching using the tag ‘Armageddon’ will (hopefully) pull up all the
Armageddon posts. At the bottom of each post there is a series of
related links in case you’d like to explore further.
In short, Dark Matter fanzine has gone to a whole new level of fan
publication. I’ll try to get a short fanzine out more regularly, but
this will be articles copied and pasted from the website, with links
to interviews etcetera. If you’ve enjoyed Dark Matter the fanzine,
I urge you to explore Dark Matter the website. :-)
cheers
Nalini

7

Dark Matter

News and Features
As you are hopefully aware by now, Dark Matter has its very
own website. A lot of my energy has gone into blogging and
posting various links on the website so it’s more up-to-the-minute
than the zine can ever hope to be. The website includes audio
author interviews, Dark Matter the fanzine, a blog, photos and
competitions, so I urge you to check it out.
Please note: the website is not broken. There are two scroll bars
to the right of the blog posts for those who don’t have a mouse
wheel to scroll down. This is an unfortunate symptom of having
a database developer with no webdesign experience building the
site. This will be fixed - eventually - with a complete revamp of the
website.
I don’t have time to go through all my posts and give you an
update on everything, but here is a taster of what is there for
you to investigate. A full list of interviews is here http://www.
darkmatterfanzine.com/dmf/title-index/

Recent interviews

This article was originally written MONTHS ago. Very recent
interviews that are online include: Bruce Boxleitner, Chris
Heyerdahl, Terry Molloy, Charles Martinet, Rachel Grant, Cindy
Morgan, Trudi Canavan, Emmett Skilton and Tim Balme of the
Almighty Johnsons and more. A full list of interviews is here http://
www.darkmatterfanzine.com/dmf/title-index/

Audio Interviews

Eoin Colfer international author of the best-selling Artemis Fowl
books
Isobelle Carmody internationally renown Australian author of the
Obernewtyn Chroncles
Brandon Sanderson international author of the Mistborn trilogy &
co-author of the Wheel of Time
Kevin J. Anderson international author of numerous Star Wars and
Dune books
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Dave Freer science fiction author
Kelley Armstrong, author of paranormal romance Women of the
Otherworld series
Margo Lanagan winner of four World Fantasy awards
Richard Harland, award-winning Australian author (see awards)
Trent Jamieson, author of urban fantasy Business of Death
Alan Baxter, author of dark urban fantasy/horror novels
Rowena Cory Daniells, international fantasy author
Joanne Anderton, award-winning author & guest blogger
Ian Irvine internationally renown Australian author
Sandeep Parikh and Jeff Lewis from The Guild, Legend of Neil, 5
minute comedy hour.
Christopher Kirby actor in the Matrix, Star Wars and Iron Sky
Yunyu, musician and storyteller of Twisted Tales, influenced by
anime
Dr Pants, geek/hipster musicians whose music has been used by
MTV, and whose tour included The Bloggess’ bathroom.

Game of Thrones

A great song with video clip urging George R.R. Martin to Write
like the Wind
A board game spoofing the books & TV series

Convention posts

Australia’s national SF convention: the awards, the Suck Fairy’s
secret identity revealed (with a possible alternate title of ‘Don’t
piss on Blake’s 7 at a SF convention’) and a list of links to blogs,
podcasts and photos.
Oz ComicCon reports linked here plus see Bobby N’s blog for the
comic creator’s perspective.

Morningstar Award

A First! A Kiwi and a woman, Helen Lowe won the Morningstar
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Award.

Artwork

Kate McDowell
Kirsty Mitchell
A Golden Book for Adults
Nalini Haynes

Filking and other geek music

Filking post; it includes the awesome ‘Star Wars that I used to
know’ and other recent filks.
The Week that Was talks about Yunyu’s performance in Melbourne,
including providing links to some of her anime-inspired music &
videos.
Musical numbers in SF
Links to music I’ve enjoyed; also the beginning of my journey into
filking after receiving feedback

Miscellaneous

My experience of Joss Whedon’s work
Here is the infamous blog post retweeted by Neil Gaiman.

As always, I feel like I’m on a journey, I don’t know it all and I
certainly don’t have all the answers. If anyone has anything to add
- especially to my education music-wise - please comment either
in email, on facebook, twitter or in the replies on the website. I will
post announcing DMF10 has been published: you can respond
to anything in DMF10, no worries about going off topic! Please
include URLs where relevant, especially for music.
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Armageddon 2012 in Melbourne
I was a little late for Armageddon 2012 on Saturday morning. I didn’t get to
bed until after 1am because of converting and uploading interviews, sending
emails to the interviewees and sharing interview links as they became
available.  I woke early – I had about 5 hours sleep – but first on my agenda
was to finish getting Bruce Boxleitner’s interview online.  The minion worked
on that while I wrote up the post to go with the interview, then I started the
upload to YouTube and scheduled the post. With the computer handling the
upload and post, we left for Armageddon.
Upon arrival at shortly after 10am, I was pleased to see people wandering
around and sitting in groups both outside and in the foyer. No-one seemed
to be queuing, everyone had their tickets and were doing their thing. After
picking up the media passes, I wandered down Artists’ Alley, taking a bit of
video and chatting to some of the creators.
NOTE: this is a write-up with links to videos where they are
available. Some videos aren’t up yet – they’ll take a bit longer – but I’ll
update this post as we get them finished and online.

Karl Urban

Karl Urban
At 12 noon the minion and I set up for Karl Urban’s panel. Unfortunately there
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was a media blackout on this panel, which is why I have a few still photos
but no video. Karl told tales of actors pranking one another over a period of
years, particularly Karl earning sweet revenge on Viggo Mortensen for a prank
just before the shooting of the Chronicles of Riddick. Karl is obviously of the
‘never forget’ persuasion because it took him about 8 years to avenge this
prank but oh! The sweet taste of revenge when his naughty tale, misleading
reporters into believing Viggo had bought a goat farm. Apparently this naughty
news story hit the evening news, and the next day when Viggo had a series of
media interviews scheduled, EVERYONE asked about the farm. Karl waited
8 years for revenge on Viggo, so I’d watch out if I was you, Simon Pegg. Karl
isn’t going to forget the Neutron Cream prank. (Although I’m surprised Karl fell
for it – shaking off the radiation? Seriously???)
Karl’s big scoop – the little fact he let slip about the next Star Trek movie: It’s
called STAR TREK TWO. Really. Also, Star Trek: Into the Darkness. Apart
from that, it was just the Neutron Cream story… If only Karl had allowed video
recording, I’d put it up for you, dear reader.
We filed out of the room after Karl Urban’s panel then turned around and filed
back in again for Chris Judge’s solo panel.  This was my first experience of
seeing Chris live.

Chris Judge

Chris Judge
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Chris Judge at Armageddon 2012 in his solo panel at 1pm on Saturday 13
October, his birthday! Happy Birthday Chris! I know this photo is blurry –
Chris is moving too much for the exposure – but he looks so relaxed and
natural, this is my favourite of the photos I took during this panel.
Chris is probably best known for his role as Teal’C in Stargate SG1. MGM, the
company responsible for the TV series, may have gone under but the official
Stargate website is still running at the moment.  When I first saw Stargate SG1
I thought Chris was wooden, but in later re-watches I realised he’s actually
quite expressive and often suppressing a smile. It’s amazing how much
more detail I pick up with a large TV. During this panel I heard about how, in
some episodes, Teal’C isn’t seen much because other actors’ antics meant he
couldn’t keep a straight face.
Today I assumed that Chris, like Karl, would have a total media blackout, so
I set up for still photos. Luckily the minion made no assumptions and found
Mr Expo, the Armageddon organiser in a cape. Mr Expo walked on stage,
whispered to Chris after pushing the microphone away, Chris replied, then Mr
Expo walked over to the minion, who returned to my side in the way that loyal
side-kicks do, and told me that THERE WAS NO MEDIA BLACKOUT. I set up
for video in a few minutes flat and got the rest of Chris’ panel on video.

Animation Panel

animation panel: Kristi Reed (voice director), Mr Expo (blocking Mela Lee aka
Betty Boop), Charles Martinet (Mario & Luigi), Johnny Yong Bosch (Trigun,
Bleach), Susan Eisenberg (Wonder Woman), Sandy Fox (Bleach, Naruto,
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Ghost in the Shell), Lex Lang (Avatar, Neo Cortex, Doctor Doom), Marianne
Miller (Full Metal Alchemist, Snow Queen) and Martin Billany (Yu-Gi-Oh)
Next up on the main stage was an animation panel (video here) featuring Kristi
Reed (voice director) and several voice artists from animation and
games: Mela Lee (Vampire Knight, Betty Boop), Charles Martinet (Mario
& Luigi), Johnny Yong Bosch (Trigun, Bleach), Susan Eisenberg (Wonder
Woman), Sandy Fox (Bleach, Naruto, Ghost in the Shell), Lex Lang (Avatar,
Neo Cortex, Doctor Doom), Marianne Miller (Full Metal Alchemist, Snow
Queen) and Martin Billany (Yu-Gi-Oh)
This was an entertaining and informative panel that brought rousing cheers
from the fans in the audience. The panel talked about their careers, having
day jobs, their current work and answered a range of questions. Often voice
actors responded ‘in voice’. This panel is interesting for fans of anime and for
people wanting to get into the industry.

Chris Heyerdahl and Chris Judge

Chris Heyerdahl & Chris Judge
Chris Heyerdahl and Chris Judge were on a panel together, video here.
Chris Heyerdahl was Todd the Wraith from Stargate Atlantis and Chris
Judge is best known as Teal’C fromStargate SG1. They talk about their
experiences working on Stargate both together and separately. Chris Judge
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obviously has a thing for fart jokes as this comes up in this panel as well as
his solo panel. Chris Heyerdahl talks about working on True Blood recently,
rubbing it in – literally – while Chris Judge slumps in his seat. Chris Judge
talked about pranks in the workplace, including repeating the story of his
last prank on the set of SG1, being a ‘turd burglar’ (I kid you not!) and gladwrapping the toilet seat for tired people first thing in the morning.  An audience
member pranks Chris Judge though: when he became energised at the
thought of working on Star Trek, he’s given a tribble to hold. The owner failed
to mention … Chris’ reaction is worth watching.
Chris Heyerdahl realised how much fans wanted to hear him say ‘John
Sheppard’ in Todd’s voice, so he kept dropping it in all the way through. Chris
Heyerdahl doesn’t prank his colleagues endlessly, but he talked about his
work, his favourite scenes, JOHN SHEPPARD, what he’s doing now, JOHN
SHEPPARD, Hell on Wheels, JOHN SHEPPARD…

Saturday wrap-up and Sunday
begins
The minion and I wandered around a bit, chatted to some of the creators,
took photos of some of the amazing costumes and then rushed home to
process video and put it online as soon as possible. We went to bed after
midnight again, leaving the computers both running, the minion’s computer
converting from HD to MP4 for YouTube while my computer was uploading
to YouTube. After a really late night we dragged
ourselves out of bed on Sunday morning, set the
last upload running and left for Armageddon.

How to be a voice actor
Mela Lee
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The panel ‘How to become a voice actor’ is here.
Kristi Reed (voice director) and Mela Lee (voice actor from Vampire Knight,
Betty Boop etc) started off Sunday for us with a panel on how to be a voice
actor. Although the minion and I don’t plan to be voice actors, this panel was
still interesting and informative. Kristi and Mela answered questions, most of
which were about how to get into the industry.
Kristi ran a short advert for a DVD on how to become a voice actor (volume 1).
When asked are there more volumes to be released, Kristi explained that’s all
they’ve made at the moment. There is even a promo code to get $10 off for
this DVD; Kristi was happy for me to run the full video without editing out the
code.

Terry Molloy: Davros on Doctor Who

Terry Molloy
Terry Molloy was Davros in Doctor Who: I interviewed Terry here and his panel
on Davros is here.
I got side-tracked so I was late to this session. After starting video-recording I
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discovered that I was almost out of memory because I’d forgotten to reformat
the memory card after downloading yesterday’s panels. Unfortunately I
missed a lot of this panel, but I got some good stuff in. One of my favourite
moments – apart from the Davros voice – was the guy in the wheelchair
asking how Terry managed Davros’ wheelchair. Terry is an energetic,
enthusiastic speaker who probably knows as much as anyone about
Davros. Shame on the BBC for not bringing Terry back as Davros in the new
series!
Terry Molloy was the voice of Davros in Doctor Who on TV, radio and in
a number of Big Finish audio productions as well as voicing many other
characters. Terry talked about his wide-ranging roles, especially the appeal of
radio and audio shows, which allow him much more diversity. He mentioned
the role he would have loved to play that he’s never actually played; sadly
he says he’s too old now, but I wonder if he could contribute to an audio
production?
Wikipedia says the following about Terry:
On television, Molloy is perhaps best known for his role in the longrunning science fiction series Doctor Who as the mad scientist Davros, the
creator of the Daleks, in the stories Resurrection of the Daleks,Revelation
of the Daleks and Remembrance of the Daleks. Molloy also appeared in
the Doctor Who story Attack of the Cybermen as an undercover policeman
named Russell. In recent years, Molloy has reprised the role of Davros in
the Big Finish Productions audio dramasDavros, The Juggernauts, Terror
Firma, Masters of War, The Davros Mission and the four-part miniseries I,
Davros. He also played Davros in a 2005 stage production, The Trial of
Davros.
Molloy regularly attends Doctor Who conventions and events, where he meets
fans and speaks about his time on the programme.
(Note: after leaving Terry’s panel, the minion figured out how to select
individual files for deletion so we had memory again.)
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Dalek

Bruce Boxleitner on Babylon 5

Bruce Boxleitner
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Bruce Boxleitner Babylon 5 panel is here.
I interviewed Bruce Boxleitner on Friday - which was great – but my one
disappointment was not having more time to talk about Babylon 5. Babylon
5 is probably my all-time favourite TV show, or at least in the top 5 along
with Firefly, Buffy and Angel. I couldn’t miss this panel with Bruce Boxleitner
on Babylon 5, which could only have been improved with Mira Furlan
here. Bruce impersonated Mira at one stage; I wish I could see Mira watch
that segment then pay Bruce out
During this panel Bruce talked about the men from Babylon 5 who’ve died
and the near-misses other people have had. Bruce explained why Mira
Furlan didn’t make it (next time!). When asked about the storyline involving
Sheridan’s son, Bruce couldn’t remember what happened but he explained
that he thought the series shouldn’t have ended when it did.
The final question from the audience came from Yours Truly, who asked
about Star Wreck In the Pirkinning. Bruce apparently has NEVER been
asked about Star Wreck and their spoof of Sheridan as Sherrypie before, but
he was really enthusiastic when he heard that it was a war between Babylon
5 and Star Trek.

Note: there are books, folks!
The Centauri storyline is effectively wrapped up in the Legions of Fire trilogy
by Peter David: The Long Night of Centauri Prime, Armies of Light and
Dark and Out of the Darkness.
The Psi Corps trilogy by J. Gregory Keyes tells more of the story of the rise of
Psi Corps and Bester: Dark Genesis: Birth of the Psi Corps, Deadly Relations:
Bester Ascendant, Final Reckoning: The Fate of Bester.
The Techno-mage trilogy The Passing of the Techno-Mages by Jeanne
Cavelos is great: Casting Shadows, Summoning Light and Invoking Darkness.
Jeanne Cavelos has also written some excellent stand-alone B5 novels, and
other authors have written some enjoyable books to add to this expanded
universe. I don’t have all the B5 books but I have a small collection – I’d love
to see ALL the books re-released. [pointed look at J. Michael Straczynski]
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Cosplay
One of the features of Armageddon are the colourful and creative costumes
that are often made by the wearer. The amount of creativity, skill, time and
effort that goes into making a costume is amazing. Wearing a costume based
on a character in movies, TV, games etc is called ‘Cosplay’.

Chris Heyerdahl and Sailor Moon
(Caroline Slocombe)
Armageddon offers people – in costume
and civvies – the opportunity to have their
photos taken with stars. This photo of
Chris Heyerdahl (Stargate, Sanctuary,
True Blood, Hell on Wheels) with my
friend Caz is my all-time favourite. The
look on Chris’ face, isn’t he hilarious?!
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Thor & Loki

another costumier prize winner
another costume prize winner
The highlights of the costume competition prize giving ceremony will be
up soon – as soon as the video is edited, converted to MP3, uploaded and
processed by YouTube. I’ll add the link as an update as soon as it’s online.

21

Dark Matter

Don’t be a dick – dealing with dorks
Posted on July 1, 2012

Yesterday I was on Twitter when I saw Wil Wheaton telling off
someone who had obviously been attacking Felicia Day. This
morning the ripples are being felt throughout the internet.
Chuck Wendig wrote up the story. Ryan, a loser with 50 twitter
followers, made repeated unprovoked attacks on Felicia Day not
just to his 50 followers but to Felicia Day
herself. When he didn’t get a reaction from
her, he kept going – until he got a reaction
from other people.
I saw Wil Wheaton’s reaction on Twitter which
was chivalrous as well as appropriate, telling
the guy that his behaviour was inappropriate in
terms that hopefully he could understand. Wil
also contacted the site for which the guy
freelanced, Destructoid. A quick look showed
that Destructoid is a pretty ordinary website;
my opinion confirmed by their response to Wil Wheaton contacting
them about their minion’s behaviour. Destructoid said ‘be cool’ or
something equally lacking. The fans raged. Ryan got sacked.
The outcome for the webz? Attitude toward women in general but
especially in gamer culture, is once again the topic du jour (of the
day). This comic seems to be dated 2008, so we really haven’t
come very far in the past four years :/ (Thanks Foz Meadows for
the link.)
According to Chuck Wendig’s blog, this debacle appears to have
started here:
Ryan Perez @PissedOffRyno Does Felicia Day matter at all? I
mean does she actually contribute anything useful to this industry,
besides retaining a geek persona?
When that didn’t get a sufficient reaction, he went on to tweet
Felicia herself.
Whether you’re a fan of Felicia or not, the facts are indisputable:
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1) Felicia is an actress, having had parts in SFF series such
as Buffy and Dollhouse, and don’t forget the memorable Dr
Horrible’s Sing-along Blog.
This is as well as her work
in various comedy companies.
See her CV on IMDB.
2) After realising that she wasn’t going to get the big parts, Felicia
decided to create her own webseries, The Guild, thus creating
her own persona and connecting with a huge fanbase (8.6 stars
on IMDB for season 1). Felicia wrote and performed Do you
wanna date my avatar, a hugely popular song about relationships
in MMORPGs (massive multiplayer online role playing games,
e.g. World of Warcraft). She was the fairy in the Legend of Neil, a
spoof of Zelda.

3) Felicia created her own comic book series as a spinoff from the Guild as well as a range of merchandise.
4)
Bioware hired Felicia Day to star in and work on
the DragonAge webseries.
5) Bioware created Talis, a character in DragonAge, based
on Felicia’s webseries character and voiced by Felicia.
6) Felicia’s career has taken off in recent years, with increasing
diversity of opportunities such as her role as Dr Holly Martin
in Eureka and her new YouTube channel, Geek and Sundry.
7) Last year, Felicia was dubbed ‘Queen of ComicCon’, that
little event they have in San Diego that no-one has ever heard
about. Joss Whedon was dubbed the king, which shows how
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much clout you need for that kind of popular acclaim.
In short, Felicia was a leader in the new wave of webseries,
tapping into geek culture in an unprecedented way with her
series. Her current success is hard-earned, built on creativity
and hard work. Her geek persona is a result of her creative
contributions to geek culture.
It seems to me that a loser whose career was struggling decided
to get attention by attacking a woman, someone he considered a
‘soft’ target. Presumably he felt safe in doing so, feeling that the
risks outweighed the benefits.  What concerns me is that he’s been
rewarded by people on the webz: he now has 2,245 followers as
of a minute ago. Chuck Wendig says they’re just rubber-necking;
whether they are rubber-necking at a train-wreck or whether they’re
in agreement with Ryan’s position is irrelevant. His rapid rise in
follower numbers could lead to future work due to his rapid rise in
popularity. A douchebag is being rewarded for his misogyny.
The best way to treat people like this is to, firstly, tell them their
behaviour is inappropriate. Secondly, take other actions like
contacting their employer, the police, block them etcetera. Finally,
though, ignore them. Ostracism is the best way to deal with
trolls.
UPDATE: End of show writer Kevin Beaumont writes about
Perez‘s attempt at career suicide via twitter.
UPDATE: Mark Serrels of Kotaku talks about Hitman:
Absolution and the army of girls that will change gaming. The
problem is that the gaming industry caters to and encourages
objectification of women, creating a vicious cycle of ever-increasing
misogyny and male-elitism while actively excluding women through
male-oriented content and bullying. Someone has to break this
vicious cycle by creating games for girls that aren’t patronising
‘princess’ games; games need to feature kick-ass strong women
taking their places as equals in the world or even – heaven forbid!
– rescuing the guy.
UPDATE: This. By Birmo, a man who says real men should
show the ‘tiny penis’ brigade how it’s done, and thereby
change gaming culture.
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Look at me!
Posted on June 28, 2012 in response to comments made on
Twitter. These comments were not aimed at me in particular, but
certain comments were aimed at the entirety of fandom.
Artists – whether they’re writers, visual artists or musicians – need
food, shelter, money to pay the bills, etc. Small press in Oz tends to
support local writers as well as republishing better-known authors’
work when the opportunity arises. Small press also needs to pay
the bills – book design, printing etc – or they’ll go under. There’s
not a lot of money in publishing these days unless you’re a bestselling author; most artists juggle a day job with their art.
Where do you draw the line? Do you stop creating art just because
you don’t get paid?
Some say no-one should work without getting paid; I say that
there are different forms of ‘payment’. I come from a family with
generations of visual artists. As far as I’m aware no-one in my
family has made a living solely from their art. Last I heard, the
statistics said that the average income from art for a professional
artist in Australia was $5000 per year; combining this income with
a day job and the total average income for an artist was $30,000.
These stats are maybe 5 or 7 years old.
So, do you create or not? Do you take the road less travelled
or travel with more comfort, time off for good (non-creative)
behaviour, more disposable income due to no creative expenses
and more focus on a ‘normal’ career? These choices are always
personal, but if you’ve decided you need to take the road less
travelled and become a creative person, I’d add another thought
for consideration.
My mother (who shall remain nameless as she likes to pretend
she only has 3 children) started art school when I was 17. She’s
a sculptor of some skill with ceramics, but she sold her sculptures
below cost price. However, sell them she did, because some sales
were better than none, and those sales provided some money
for more materials. She completed her masters. She became a
reviewer for a newspaper; she said this was probably because she
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said nice things in reviews, even for a year 12 exhibition, instead
of putting everyone down. She ran workshops for disabled people
in rural areas. Her studies and her exhibitions gave her the
credibility to get other work. Eventually she was working part-time
as a teacher’s aid, reviewing for the paper, running workshops
and creating art. It added up to a job of sorts, but she wanted
more. Just before the birth of my son she moved interstate to
take up a position at a TAFE college. At one stage she ran the
entire art department for the university that was co-located with
the TAFE.  Her career fluctuated as any career associated with art
and contract work is likely to do, but she was successful, with more
disposable income than ever before.
Was it worthwhile selling her art below cost to keep going? I’d say
yes: the overall outcome was more important than holding out for
a better price.
My husband has worked in contract before, in the 90s. He’d work
his butt off, even creating a manual for his workplace in his ‘free
time’ at home, only to have his superiors learn of this and take his
project away from him to give it to someone else, with no pay and
no recognition.  He studied for Microsoft certification at our expense
and in his own time.  The first time he quit a job for another job
with better pay, he was the only person in his workplace who had
achieved any Microsoft certification.  He was also the only person
able to walk away from a workplace with very low morale that was
about to be privatised.
Was the investment of time and money to complete this study
and sit those exams worthwhile? I’d say yes: he left for a better
workplace with a payrise then, when we moved interstate, there
was a bidding war for his services. His career was starting to take
off.
I’ve had struggles with art of various forms. I’ve drawn and painted
fannish images without even knowing there was any possibility of
exhibiting these illustrations. My son has told me I’m a nicer person
when I’m painting. I’ve felt that painting and drawing is meditative.
And yet I’ve pretty much stopped: why? I shut down on art when
we moved to Melbourne after getting the shit kicked out of me at
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uni, but that wasn’t the only issue, there were a number of other
issues overlaid, creating a barrier that I felt was insurmountable. I
started a few pictures that I hated, so I stopped altogether rather
than giving myself permission to fail and start afresh. I attended a
writing class where the lecturer and most of the students couldn’t
find a single positive thing to say about my work.   I think two
students managed positive feedback. I was about to throw in the
entire idea, feeling like this was just another dead end, another
failure like my career (ended due to disability discrimination) my
attempt to complete a visual arts degree (distinction average, but
effectively expelled due to refusal to provide disability access).
Oh, wait, perhaps I haven’t failed…
Last year I managed to complete one piece. It was rushed, I
wasn’t happy with it. I used it as a cover for Dark Matter because
I didn’t have anything else, which is also why it was rushed: I had
a deadline. Was it worth it? I nearly cried when I realised I’d been
nominated for a Chronos Award. I knew I wouldn’t win, but to be
nominated! My husband and I hadn’t nominated me, I have no idea
who did, but at least 5 people out there liked that painting enough
to make the effort to nominate it for an award. I got some positive
strokes for going out on a limb, painting an image of twi’leks with
a landspeeder posing like it’s a new car at a launch. Was it worth
it? Damn straight. I needed someone other than my husband to
say they like my work. I might even manage to start drawing and
painting again, even though I feel really self-conscious.
Why does this positive reinforcement mean so much to me? Let’s
see… I’ve had the shit kicked out of me in every area of my life. I’ve
been put down until I’ve seriously contemplated suicide because
I feel like a useless waste of resources on this precious planet
and I’ve been attacked by people for whom I’ve given good free
publicity. Then some anonymous people who don’t need to say
anything say they like what I’ve done. It was like a glass of water
in the desert.
Fandom: what is SFF fandom? The way I see it (as a novice in
fandom due to previous isolation) fandom is a bunch of people
who enthuse over science fiction and fantasy, and express that
enthusiasm in various ways. These ways can be as diverse as
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quiet enjoyment, organising a convention, writing or reviewing a
book/movie/podcast, running a fanzine or podcast. (Yes, I said
fanzine and podcast in the SAME BREATH! You may now charge
me with heresy – but that’s a different topic.)
Today a comment was made on Twitter implying that all those in
fandom are hucksters, seeking attention. Eh hem. The comment
was made on twitter. By someone involved in podcasting and
small press – oh wait, apparently not in small press. (What is
the difference between small press and – I guess – independent
press? She hasn’t answered my query yet, so I’m being kept in
the dark.)
Am I seeking attention? I guess I am. Why am I seeking attention?
Should I go quietly back into my corner, ceasing all fannish
activities?
Before starting Dark Matter I would hardly speak to another human
being other than my husband and son, day in and day out. I was
unemployed – I still am – and I couldn’t get volunteer work. Dark
Matter gave me an outlet for my energies. While it doesn’t feel as
‘real’ to me as a paying, mind-numbingly boring or stressful job
with salary attached, Dark Matter gave me a focus. Without an
audience, however, there would be no Dark Matter. What publisher
is going to send me free books if they’re just giving me freebies
without reaching a larger audience? What author is going to give
me their time in interviews if it’s just a nice chat with one fan? Dark
Matter needs an audience to exist. Without an audience, I’m back
to being isolated with no outlet for my creativity.
Before long after starting Dark Matter (by issue 2) I was researching
and interviewing international authors, something I’d never dreamt
of doing. As ‘just me’ – let alone ‘disabled me’ – I never dreamt of
taking up the time of someone ‘important’. Mum used to tell me off
for talking to visitors, so how could I ever expect to be of sufficient
importance to take up famous people’s time? I really enjoy the
interviews too, exploring their lives and journeys. I spent 10 years
of my life studying counselling, and when I interview an author,
artist, actor or musician, I get the fun stuff, the good stuff, out of
the training that I’ve otherwise lost due to disability discrimination.
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Ok, I’m not such a fan of writing up the interviews, but I still get
something out of going over every interview. Tom Dickins (Jane
Austen Argument) talks about different definitions of success.  
Brandon Sanderson talks about committing himself to writing
70-odd books that no-one would read if he never got published.
Helen Lowe talks about working around expectations in the
publishing industry by writing another book when she couldn’t get
her Morningstar Award-winning book, Heir of Night, published.
I’ve been welcomed into the comic book makers’ community,
not because I pretend to be a comic book creator but because I
interviewed Paul Bedford, then went along to their meets, and I
support their work. (Guys, I need art and am having issues with
asking…)
I’ve met the guys at All Star Comics Melbourne, NonCanoncial
Podcast and Gestalt Comics. I’m very self-conscious about talking
about comics because I’m aware of my ignorance, but we have
good relationships.  I figure as long as I’m not a wanker pretending
to know more than I do, and I’m supportive of them and what they’re
doing, these relationships are only going to grow.
Armageddon and Supanova have given the minion and I media
passes and allowed one interview each, which I hope will be
expanded for more interviews next time.
I’ve learnt so much about science fiction, fantasy, art, comics
and fandom in the past couple of years, it’s been amazing and
rewarding. I’ve cried lots too, and talked endlessly about quitting
because I’m worried that I’m yet another person doing the ‘same
old, same old’ shit, but Dark Matter is all I have. I don’t have a job
or a purpose in life, and don’t talk to me about housework. I’ll ring
you up and flush my head at you.
Recently on facebook a fanzine creator commented that he didn’t
want podcasts or blogs in the same category as fanzines for
awards because he didn’t want to be reduced to the same level of
insignificance in fandom as in his regular life.  This was incredibly
honest. I guess there are a lot of fans out there who, like me, are
looking for something to give their lives some kind of meaning and
purpose. Maybe we are attention-seeking during the course of
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these activities.
Is this a bad thing? Who is entitled to throw stones?

Through the Looking Class: being
Schooled by the SMoFs
The Inner Cabal, a small but enlightened
kingdom ruled meticulously by the Big
Name in Fandom (BNF) and his council, the
Secret Masters of Fandom (the SMoFs),
have most graciously pointed out to me the
error of my ways.
I have created an online-magazine, falsely
claiming it to be a fanzine. The BNF has
gently pointed out that fanzines are not about
the genre of science fiction and fantasy, but
are instead about the fans who worship at his shrine. By ignoring
the well of wisdom and history lovingly maintained by the Inner
Cabal, I have robbed you, cherished reader, of the opportunity to
enrich your life by reading about the esteemed activities of fans in
locations as far flung as the capital of BNF’s kingdom.
The High Priestess herself, consort of BNF, has graciously offered
her subjects’ time and energy to school me.  It is very difficult to
find female SMoFs, thus I am over-awed by her generosity in
bestowing her unique time and attention upon my poor self. Her
Highness is most displeased with my arrogance in daring to start
a fanzine without first kneeling at the SMoFs’ feet to learn the
secret arts of the fanzine editor. Had I knelt at the feet of older and
wiser men before having the temerity to venture forth on my own, I
would have learnt to emulate their standards, reproducing a lesser
imitation of their glorious works instead of creating something
offensively different.
When a certain venerable elder, the Merlin of BNF’s kingdom,
wrote to me criticising Dark Matter, offering no positive comment
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nor, indeed, any comment other than ‘downsize or fold’ amidst
expressing his ire, I should have immediately repented upon
my knees.  Instead, I responded by flippantly calling that august
personage a ‘hater’ and disregarded his pearls of wisdom cast
before myself, a comparative swine.
Merlin most generously added me to an emailing list without my
knowledge; in my deplorable ingratitude I considered unsolicited
emails to be spam! Oh, the ignominy of my arrogance causes
my face to flame with embarrassment, in this, the hour of my
humiliation! To think I had not noticed these emails amidst the
flood of unsolicited and solicited mail I receive, oh shame!  When
I searched for these emails I discovered, to my consternation and
horror, that Google appears to have intercepted them, mistakenly
discarding them as spam on my behalf. These emails served
as carrier pigeons for words of wisdom like cherished morsels
falling from BNF’s banquet table to nourish impoverished vagrants
beneath. Alas, I am inconsolable.
The Inner Cabal has raised a number of charges against me; like
Galileo pressed by the Church, I confess and repent of all!
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Why this story? - Joanne Anderton
This is a guest blog by Joanne
Anderton, author of Debris,
on the eve of launching her
second book, Suited.
My brain is full of stories. Not
all of these stories are writable
stories. Sometimes they’re just
for fun, borrowing characters
from whatever book/tv series/
video game I happen to be
enjoying at the time -- like fanfiction for my mind. Sometimes
they have potential, and I
quickly scribble them down so
I can write them later on. But
sometimes, they are all consuming. They take over my brain,
they won’t let me sleep, they pester, poke and harass until I finish
writing them.
Debris (actually, all of the Veiled World Series) was one of those
stories.
But why? What was it about this story that grabbed me, and refused
to let me go? (And yes the stories are in charge, not me. They tell
me what to write, not the other way around.)
Maybe it was the characters. The main character, Tanyana, can be
a difficult person. She’s arrogant, yet deeply flawed. Passionate
about her job but awkward with people. Her voice and personality
arrived fully formed and eager to get started. It’s impossible to tell
someone like that to patiently wait their turn.
She told me straight away what was going to happen at the
beginning of Debris. I knew she’d start as a strong pion-binder
-- able to manipulate the subatomic particles that hold all matter
together -- wealthy and respected, and in the very first chapter
she’d lose everything. Her powers, her job, her money, her sense
of self. Both of us immediately wanted to see how she’d not only
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cope with this, but drag herself out of the gutter and take charge of
her new life. The only way was to write it.
And she didn’t arrive alone. Tanyana
brought two characters with her, a
pair of brothers -- Kichlan, and Lad.
Lad, in particular, was very difficult to
ignore. He’s on the debris collecting
team Tanyana is assigned to. You
see, when she loses her ability to
manipulate pions, she starts seeing
debris instead -- the waste product of
so much pion manipulation. On the
surface Lad seemed childlike, simple.
Easily confused, quick to anger but
also quick to love. But I knew, instantly,
that there was more to Lad than met
the eye. He was the key to Tanyana’s
story, everything hinged on him -- I
just had to find out how!
Then there’s the highly visual nature of the world and its technology.
Some stories arrive in words, Debris arrived in images. Tanyana’s
world is full of pions -- semi-sentient sub-atomic particles that can
be persuaded to rearrange matter. These particles are visible to
pion-binders as specs of light, in many different colours, some
bright, some dim, some hidden deep inside reality, some bouncing
on its surface. The city that Tanyana lives in runs on pions. Where
we are used to black wires carrying electricity, they have fairylight strings of pions guiding energy. Imagine a world where it’s
never truly dark, and even the most mundane infrastructure -- from
factories to sewerage systems -- are bright and beautiful. I needed
to know more about this world. I wanted to explore it.
Tanyana’s suit also grabbed me. Silver bands drilled into her wrists,
ankles, waist and neck, the ‘suit’ is a liquid metal that expands
from these bands and can be molded into any shape. All collectors
have them -- it allows them to touch debris -- but Tanyana’s is
different. Not only is it so much stronger than the other collectors’,
but at times it seems to have a mind of its own. The image of
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Tanyana, wrapped in the silver of her suit, one hand morphed into
a weapon and standing strong, was really the first time I saw her.
The cover image for Suited (book two) captured it pretty nicely, if
you ask me.
So there you have it. Is that a complete list of why I had to put down
everything I was working on, and write these books? Probably not.
But it’s a solid start. I don’t think I’ll ever understand why my brain
is so full of stories in the first place, let alone why some of them
grow into books. Maybe we’re not supposed to understand these
things. Just enjoy them.
Jo Anderton lives in Sydney with her husband and too many
pets. By day she is a mild-mannered marketing coordinator for an
Australian book distributor. By night, weekends and lunchtimes she
writes science fiction, fantasy and horror. Her short fiction has most
recently appeared in Light Touch Paper, Stand Clear and Epilogue.
Her debut novel, Debris was published by Angry Robot Books in
2011. Book two Suited has just been released. Debris was a finalist
for the 2011 Aurealis award for Best Fantasy Novel, and Jo won
the 2012 Ditmar for Best New Talent. Visit her online at http://
joanneanderton.com and on Twitter @joanneanderton
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Nalini Singh talks to Dark Matter
Hi Nalini, thanks for talking to
Dark Matter.

Thank you for the invitation.
When did you get the writing
bug?

I’ve been writing in one form
or another most of my life. It
was when I was about sixteen
that I started to attempt to
write longer pieces, and
eighteen when I completed my first manuscript. It wasn’t
published, but it taught me so much – and it showed me I
had the capability to write a whole book. And then I just
kept going.
Who supported and encouraged you along the way?

My mum has always been a very strong supporter of my
writing.
What authors and books have influenced you?

I always have difficulty answering this question because I’ve
been a voracious reader from childhood, so what I’ll say
instead is that every book I’ve read has had an impact. Some
taught me about story structure, while others swept me
away, showing me the power of the written word, while still
others had me daydreaming, sparking my imagination.
You’ve had a varied work career as well as having lived and
worked in a few different countries.  How has this influenced your
writing?

I think it’s had an impact in different ways. Setting-wise, I’ve
been able to personally see a number of interesting places
(such as the Forbidden City in Beijing). More generally, it’s
widened my view of the world, exposed me to different
cultures and ways of thinking, and I think that comes
through in my books.
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Have you felt that this has been a distraction at any time?

The travel? No. It feeds my imagination.
You’ve won a number of awards: has this put more pressure on
you?

No – at the start of my writing career, when I was an
unpublished writer, I didn’t win many awards at all, so I
think that gave me a solid grounding! It’s lovely when I do
win, but I see it as a gift, not an expectation. I think that
point of view helps keep me on an even keel.
Action, world building, characters: do you have a favourite part of
the storytelling process?

I love so much about it, but the first draft, when I’m writing
my way into the story and discovering the characters and
their world, is always amazing.
What do you see as the major mythological and/or legendary
influences on your writing—and what drew you to these
influences?

I’ve never really thought about my influences in these
terms, but I think it may go back to the old dark fairy tales,
the ones where the monsters were real. They were some of
the first stories to make me think “What if...” – and that
question has sparked so many of my stories.
You’ve written two major series and several other books. What is
the attraction for writing both series and stand-alone novels?

I’ve realized I’m truly a series writer at heart – I love
following my characters and the world from book to book,
seeing how they both develop and grow. So while I enjoy
writing the occasional stand-alone, I always have to fight
the urge to keep going with the story!
What would you like to share about your books?

The Psy/Changeling series is set in a world with three races
on the verge of war.
The Psy have phenomenal mental abilities, such as telepathy
and telekinesis, but have conditioned emotion out of
themselves in an effort to fight the insanity so prevalent in
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their population.
The changelings are true shapeshifters, and can change form
at will – the main packs in the books are the wolves and the
leopards. They are very emotional and tactile, attached to
their families and blood loyal to one another.
The humans are caught in between the other two powerful
races, but have an important role to play, one that will
become more apparent as the series continues.
There’s a lot of action in these books, but there is also a
warm heart that comes from the sense of pack so important
to the changelings.
The Guild Hunter series is much darker, edgier, bloodier. It’s
set in a world ruled by archangels, with vampires as their
servants. The Guild hunters are specially trained humans
who are sent out to retrieve those vampires when they
break their contracts of service (signed in exchange for
near-immortality).
This series skirts the line into urban fantasy - it follows the
same couple for three books, and will be returning to them
again in the sixth.
If anyone would like to “taste” the two different series, you
can find excerpts on my website: www.nalinisingh.com
You write erotic romances. Some authors have made incredible
(funny) errors in writing sex scenes: how do you develop your sex
scenes?

While sensuality is an important part of any romance (after
all, it is a primal human need), for me, these scenes are one
element of a much wider storyline. As such, I write them
like any other scene – ie. each love scene must have a purpose
storywise, and must be true to the characters involved.
In Caressed By Ice, for example, the first love scene doesn’t
happen until two thirds of the way into the book, because
there, the heroine begins the story barely hanging onto her
sanity after a horrific abduction, while the hero is one of
the ice-cold Psy. It would’ve made no sense to have them be
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together any earlier. They had to be emotionally ready for
the intense intimacy of that connection.
You’ll notice I used “love” scene rather than “sex” scene.
For me, a sex scene implies something very mechanical,
and that’s not what I write. Emotions are always entangled,
whether those emotions are of joy or of pain.
Do you think that coming from the culture that brought us the
Karma Sutra gives you an advantage in writing sex scenes?

I’ve never actually read the Karma Sutra, and as I mentioned
above, it’s not about unique positions or athleticism. A
powerful love scene is driven by emotion, by character.
Your latest book, Tangle of Need was released this month,
Congratulations! How does it feel to launch another book?

Wonderful! I love sharing my stories with readers, and I
have the same excited reaction with each new book.
What does the future hold for you?

I have a Guild Hunter book out in September, titled
Archangel’s Storm. The Psy/Changeling series will continue
with an anthology and a full-length book next year.
Website: www.nalinisingh.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/authornalinisingh
Twitter: www.twitter.com/nalinisingh
Interview originally posted on Dark Matter’s website here.
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Girls in games & cosplay: real men
respond to the male gaze
Posted on July 5, 2012
In the past 24 hours I’ve read a number of articles on the web
written by intelligent, thoughtful men about gaming culture and the
objectification of women that supports the present culture.  First
cab off the rank was Birmo.
John Birmingham explained that he doesn’t usually play
multiplayer games except with mates because he doesn’t like the
‘the crude ugliness of thought and rhetoric that characterises a lot
of players, particularly younger, male players.’ Birmo goes on to
say that it’s time for the real men to weigh in and show the ‘tiny
penis’ brigade how it’s done. I get the impression that he thinks he
could pwn ‘em and school ‘em in more ways than one! I’d love a
ringside seat for that performance.

The male equivalent of female chain mail armour
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Brandon Sheffield talks about video games and the male gaze,
not only dissecting the trailer for Hitman: Absolution but going on
to discuss cleavage, butt and booth babes. Brandon’s concluding
discussion about defeating the male gaze covers some of the
issues. Kudos to another intelligent guy expressing his opinion in
favour of equality and intelligence.
I’d like to add a few thoughts to Brandon’s article. The following
paragraph has triggers: it discusses rape.  As part of my studies,
my class went to a rape crisis centre for training. We were asked
questions about our perceptions of fault in rape. If a woman goes
to a bar, meets a guy or two, goes back to their place to shoot
some pool and gets raped, is it her fault? If a straight man goes to
a bar, meets a guy or two, goes back to their place to shoot some
pool and gets raped, is it his fault? If a woman walks alone down a
dark alley and is raped is it her fault? If a man walks down a dark
alley and is raped is it his fault? Many people would blame the
woman but not the man because it’s socially accepted that women
need to learn protective behaviours; for a woman to behave in
a certain manner makes her a ‘slut’ but for a guy to behave in
the same manner is normal. Computer games take this paradigm
and stretch it further in objectifying women for the heterosexual
male gaze.   Let’s flip the genders though: let’s have some role
reversal. A few games that objectify and sexualise the male
character. No? Not nice? Not healthy? Well how about we treat all

Legitimate variations of armour for women
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genders and sexual preferences equally and put more thought into
characters and plot then? After all, hetersexual men are actually
a minority, even if they are a very powerful minority. (Women are
51% of community, factor in GBT males and hetero men are a
minority, folks!)
Anita Sarkeesian’s project comes up yet again: Anita put up
a Kickstarter project to raise money to create a video series
called Tropes vs Women in Video Games. She’s previously done
good work in this field.  Supporters want to see her succeed, they
feel a need for Anita’s planned contribution in this field, so she was
backed approximately 25 X her minimum funding request. I look
forward to following this series.
I can’t leave this topic without pointing to this article by Ryan
Jabberwock, which discusses exposure of skin, vulnerability,
hypocrisy and how anticipation can be sexier than exposure. Boob
plates directing swords towards the heart, creating a weakness
in the armour, is also discussed. Ryan doesn’t actually mention
Japanese Geishas in his discussion of concealment being more
attractive than exposure, but geishas covered up in the knowledge
that the glimpse of a neck or wrist could be titillating. It’s the art of
concealment not exposure that is truly sexy.
And here’s one more image: thanks to Critical Hit for the link to the
below image, which also leads into this awesome blog by Jim C.
Hines about women posed on Fantasy covers.
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Shades of sex
If you haven’t been living under a rock lately, you’re aware of the
new ‘must read’ book, 50 Shades of Grey, a novel about a wealthy
white male, Christian Grey, who uses and abuses the female
protagonist, Anastasia Steele. Much of the discussion I’ve seen
centres around the poor quality of prose, the lack of imagination
including repetition (bend over this piece of expensive furniture,
this time bend over a different piece of expensive furniture), not
to mention the abusive nature of the relationship. Questions are
being asked: is this novel’s popularity due to poor education? If so,
who is responsible? Are writers responsible?
The Sponsored Lady seems to think the point of 50 Shades
was a novel to provide extra stimulus for masturbation. Having
been promised non-traditional sex (e.g. anal sex), Lady is bitterly
disappointed. Add to that empty promise the unimaginative forms
and low-level language of the female protagonist who is, allegedly,
a Literary major, topped with Grey’s lack of knowledge of wine, and
Lady is disgusted, let down like the promise of alcohol (it provokes
the desire, but takes away from the performance).
Why, then, is 50 Shades so popular?
In times of economic depression, people turn to forms of escapism
to cope, whether it be gambling (lotto sales tend to increase at
these times, enabling people’s dreams), drugs or other forms
of entertainment. The romance section of publishing has been
booming, catering largely but not solely to women.
Women’s liberation saw a swing towards freedom of expression for
women. Germaine Greer exposed key societal attitudes towards
women eloquently when she penned the title Damned Whores and
God’s Police. Horror movies present women as either the virgin or
the whore; the whore is inevitably mutilated for her sins while the
virgin may be the pure sacrifice or her purity may be rewarded by
escaping the awful deaths to which her friends succumb (see this
blog by Kirstyn McDermott).
In recent times the pendulum has swung back towards traditional
patriarchy, almost an attitude of blaming women’s lib for the loss
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of the ‘good ol’ days’. This backlash against women’s lib has
increased the sexualisation and objectification of women coupled
with political moves to return women to ‘their place in the home’ and
legislate increasing control over women’s reproductive systems.
Women are still damned if they do, damned if they don’t. Novels
are a much safer vehicle for sexual stimulation, with or without selfstimulation, hence the proliferation of erotica aimed at women.
But why is this particular book a runaway success?
50 Shades was extraordinarily well-marketed prior to its release.
Ellen Degeneres was allegedly asked to record the audio book
version of 50 Shades, but ‘things didn’t go according to plan’: Ellen
coquettishly refused to read portions of the book aloud, skipping
to other salacious bits, pulling out props, etcetera. This YouTube
clip has over 2.6 million views today. In a market that laps up
romance, including paranormal romance and ‘romance’ in abusive
or co-dependent relationships (e.g. Twilight), a savvy publicist
launched what is apparently poorly written copy amid huge fanfare.
50 Shades is so popular it’s acceptable for people to read it on the
train to work without concealing the cover. It’s a must-read to the
point that certain people in my twitter feed have succumbed to
purchase 50 Shades and begin reading it before throwing it down
in disgust.
50 Shades couples the current patriarchal attitudes towards
women with eroticism: Anastasia is submissive in these sexual
encounters. This is Twilight for a slightly more mature audience. The
problem with women being submissive and dependent is twofold:
it is harmful for women and their relationships. A submissive,
dependent woman is more likely to suffer from depression (see
Martin Seligman on Learned Helplessness).
The proliferation of werewolf and vampire romantic fiction set
the stage for 50 Shades by seeding acceptance of inequality
and even abuse in relationships. 50 Shades isn’t the end of this
trend. Writers can write about healthy relationships, seductively
describing explicit erotic scenes, but those who’ve internalised
the messages of Twilight and 50 Shades will stay away in droves
because they won’t identify with the characters.
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Book titles and Search
Engine Optimisation
This article is on my website (http://www.darkmatterfanzine.com/
dmf/book-titles-and-search-engine-optimisation/) with lots of linky
goodness. I can’t import links automatically using Adobe CS3
because it’s too old and primitive. Importing links manually is
difficult, time consuming and erratic - sometimes it takes 3 tries
before a link connects correctly. InDesign CS3 has an unfortunate
habit of wanting to assign links randomly, even when linking the url
in the text to the url in the link.
As Lord Dark Matter the onimpotent webmaster and editor of Dark
Matter the zine with an index of book reviews, I have come to
loathe, detest, rant and rave about book titles. The extra effort
some titles cause me for indexing irritates, but that is nothing, I tell
you, NOTHING compared with the exhausting effort some titles
cause me in my battles to get a green light from the Search Engine
Optimisation (SEO) add-on. Why do I want a green light? Why
should you as an author or publisher care? And what else can
you as a person with a website do to maximise your optimisation
and help me in my quest to take over the wor- present you in the
best manner possible? These questions and more are answered
below…
What are search engines and Page rankings?
The problem with the web is there are millions – nay, billions! – of
users putting their articles and opinions on the web, with no official
arbitrator saying ‘Yes, this is good’ or ‘No, that’s crap, get rid of
it’*.  So how do we find the good stuff on the web?  Companies
have built search engines to filter through the vastness of the
web to help us find what we’re looking for.   Search engines act
as a library catalogue helping us find what we want in the vast
mysterious world we call the Cloud, the World Wide Web or the
Internet. Google search, Bing and Yahoo are examples of search
engines.  They filter through the vastness, looking at your previous
search history, what you’ve said you’re looking for, looking for the
most reliable sources of information and ranking them in order of
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a probable match.
The order in which the results of your search come up on the
screen when you use Google is a result of Page Ranking. This
isn’t ‘page’ as in ‘a page of paper’, this is ‘Page’ as in the name of
the guy who developed this idea.
* When complaints are made, sometimes action is taken.
So what does this mean for me as Lord Dark Matter?
I’m blogging and doing my thing, and I’m doing it to be seen.
I might as well save my time and energy for something else –
like reading more books – if no-one is going to see my review.
Publishers and DVD/BR distributors send me stuff to be reviewed
or at least acknowledged in Items Received for the publicity, in the
expectation that people will see their product. Authors, actors and
musicians have taken the time to be interviewed because they
expect to be seen, for their project to get publicity. I enjoy the
reading, interviewing and general networking that are the perks of
putting in the hard work of adminstering this site and editing the
zine, so of course I’m going to put in the extra effort to optimise the
website so Dark Matter‘s articles will have as high a Page Ranking
as possible, thereby reaching as many people as possible. How
do I achieve this?
What is SEO?
SEO stands for Search Engine Optimisation. SEO takes into
consideration what people are looking for, their previous search
history, what is out there and what sites are most likely to provide
reliable non-pirated sources of information.
Dark Matter‘s website is built and run using WordPress, a very
popular, well-developed, FREE software package that has all sorts
of features and optional plug-ins. Think of a plug-in as an extension:
it’s like buying Settlers of Catan (a table top game) then buying an
optional extension to expand the game. The easiest way for me
(as a newbie webmaster) to ensure I’ve optimised each individual
post is to use an SEO plug-in.
SEO Plug-in
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The SEO plug-in I’m using is WordPress SEO by Joost de Valk.
My minion Edward Haynes researched suitable SEOs in forums;
two SEOs came forward as the best. Not wanting to sleep on the
couch, Edward installed the one he thought would be easiest to
use.
If you look at the below screen shot, taken as I was writing this
article, on the right hand side you’ll see a beautiful green light for
the SEO rating giving me warm fuzzies. Possible colours start
at red, then orange, then yellow then green. This SEO plug-in is
basing its optimisation ratings on a number of factors.

The screen on the next page shows the fields I have to complete
to get a pretty emerald green light. The snippet preview is
automatically generated by the plug-in, based on what I put in
the below fields.  To get a green light the focus keyword must be
identical to the tail end of the ‘permalink’ (URL, see above image)
as well as being a shorter version of the SEO title and the meta
description (see below image).
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Why do novel titles and author names impact on SEO?
If your novel title or your author’s name has punctuation it is
not possible to get an SEO green light if you correctly use that
punctuation in a blog title. No punctuation is accepted in the
permalink URL – it’s automatically removed – so it’s not possible
to match the focus keyword and the URL. Nothing else I do can
possibly bring my SEO ranking up to that glorious and desirable
green light. The only way possible to achieve that green light is
to mangle the title and the first line of the blog post.  This is why,
for example, this review of World’s End is called Worlds End; it’s
not sloppy editing nor a lack of understanding of the change of
meaning, it’s a bid to get that bloody green light. Should I settle
for a yellow light, recording the title correctly? I’m not sure, this is
something I’m still pondering.
Would the author and publisher prefer a yellow light with correct
punctuation? That’s a question I’m not asking them because I’ll
get different answers from everyone. I’m not prepared to cater to
individual requests, so I need to come to an autocratic decision.
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And one more thing while I’m on the subject of titles
Creating an index, especially one I was trying to generate semiautomatically, was like having a bucket of cold water thrown over
me. I suddenly realised how many book titles begin with ‘A’ or ‘The’,
which required manual alteration of the title or a very long list of
book titles that people may never notice. Drop the articles, people!
It makes for more interesting book titles, easier cataloguing, easier
indexing…
In Conclusion
To summarise: if you want your novel or author to get the best
publicity possible, tailor the title or name to get the best SEO score.
This means removing hyphens, apostrophes and punctuation in
general. Structure your name to cater for this: O’Malley can be
OMalley or oMalley or Omalley or omalley – it’s quite a malleable
name really – using a suitable font to become a brand. Heather
Killough-Walden could be Heather Killough Walden or Heather
KilloughWalden or…  you get the idea.  And don’t, just don’t, inflict
book titles like this on us poor book bloggers. Not. Ever. Or we
will HURT you. I’ll send Smokey around.
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Interviews
Nalini Singh talks to Dark Matter

Hi Nalini, thanks for talking to Dark Matter
Thank you for the invitation.
When did you get the writing bug?
I’ve been writing in one form or another most of my life. It was when I
was about sixteen that I started to attempt to write longer pieces, and
eighteen when I completed my first manuscript. It wasn’t published, but
it taught me so much – and it showed me I had the capability to write a
whole book. And then I just kept going.
Who supported and encouraged you along the way?
My mum has always been a very strong supporter of my writing.
What authors and books have influenced you?
I always have difficulty answering this question because I’ve been
a voracious reader from childhood, so what I’ll say instead is that
every book I’ve read has had an impact. Some taught me about story
structure, while others swept me away, showing me the power of the
written word, while still others had me daydreaming, sparking my
imagination.
You’ve had a varied work career as well as having lived and worked in
a few different countries. How has this influenced your writing?
I think it’s had an impact in different ways. Setting-wise, I’ve been able
to personally see a number of interesting places (such as the Forbidden
City in Beijing). More generally, it’s widened my view of the world,
exposed me to different cultures and ways of thinking, and I think that
comes through in my books.
Have you felt that this has been a distraction at any time?
The travel? No. It feeds my imagination.
You’ve won a number of awards: has this put more pressure on you?
No – at the start of my writing career, when I was an unpublished
writer, I didn’t win many awards at all, so I think that gave me a solid
grounding! It’s lovely when I do win, but I see it as a gift, not an
expectation. I think that point of view helps keep me on an even keel.
Action, world building, characters: do you have a favourite part of the
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storytelling process?
I love so much about it, but the first draft, when I’m writing my way
into the story and discovering the characters and their world, is always
amazing.
What do you see as the major mythological and/or legendary influences
on your writing—and what drew you to these influences?
I’ve never really thought about my influences in these terms, but I think
it may go back to the old dark fairy tales, the ones where the monsters
were real. They were some of the first stories to make me think “What
if...” – and that question has sparked so many of my stories.
You’ve written two major series and several other books. What is the
attraction for writing both series and stand-alone novels?
I’ve realized I’m truly a series writer at heart – I love following my
characters and the world from book to book, seeing how they both
develop and grow. So while I enjoy writing the occasional stand-alone,
I always have to fight the urge to keep going with the story!
What would you like to share about your books? (tell us about the
different worlds, storylines, themes, however much you’d like to say)
The Psy/Changeling series is set in a world with three races on the
verge of war.
The Psy have phenomenal mental abilities, such as telepathy and
telekinesis, but have conditioned emotion out of themselves in an effort
to fight the insanity so prevalent in their population.
The changelings are true shapeshifters, and can change form at will –
the main packs in the books are the wolves and the leopards. They are
very emotional and tactile, attached to their families and blood loyal to
one another.
The humans are caught in between the other two powerful races, but
have an important role to play, one that will become more apparent as
the series continues.
There’s a lot of action in these books, but there is also a warm heart that
comes from the sense of pack so important to the changelings.
The Guild Hunter series is much darker, edgier, bloodier. It’s set in a
world ruled by archangels, with vampires as their servants. The Guild
hunters are specially trained humans who are sent out to retrieve those
vampires when they break their contracts of service (signed in exchange
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for near-immortality).
This series skirts the line into urban fantasy - it follows the same couple
for three books, and will be returning to them again in the sixth.
If anyone would like to “taste” the two different series, you can find
excerpts on my website: www.nalinisingh.com
You write erotic romances. Some authors have made incredible (funny)
errors in writing sex scenes: how do you develop your sex scenes?
While sensuality is an important part of any romance (after all, it is a
primal human need), for me, these scenes are one element of a much
wider storyline. As such, I write them like any other scene – ie. each
love scene must have a purpose storywise, and must be true to the
characters involved.
In Caressed By Ice, for example, the first love scene doesn’t happen
until two thirds of the way into the book, because there, the heroine
begins the story barely hanging onto her sanity after a horrific
abduction, while the hero is one of the ice-cold Psy. It would’ve
made no sense to have them be together any earlier. They had to be
emotionally ready for the intense intimacy of that connection.
You’ll notice I used “love” scene rather than “sex” scene. For me, a
sex scene implies something very mechanical, and that’s not what I
write. Emotions are always entangled, whether those emotions are of
joy or of pain.
Do you think that coming from the culture that brought us the Karma
Sutra gives you an advantage in writing sex scenes?
I’ve never actually read the Karma Sutra, and as I mentioned above,
it’s not about unique positions or athleticism. A powerful love scene is
driven by emotion, by character.
Your latest book, Tangle of Need was released this month,
Congratulations! How does it feel to launch another book?
Wonderful! I love sharing my stories with readers, and I have the same
excited reaction with each new book.
What does the future hold for you?
I have a Guild Hunter book out in September, titled Archangel’s Storm.
The Psy/Changeling series will continue with an anthology and a fulllength book next year.
Website: www.nalinisingh.com
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/authornalinisingh
Twitter: www.twitter.com/nalinisingh
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Charlaine Harris talks to Dark Matter
Charlaine Harris was in Australia for a Trueblood convention.
City Weekly interviewed Charlaine Harris here.

The

The Trueblood

convention was brought to you by Hub Productions, the people behind
Oz ComicCon and many boutique conventions.
It seems your writing career took off in 1990, when you were 39.  What
did you do before being recognised as a professional writer?  Did this
inform your writing?
I had a number of low-level jobs in printing and newspaper
production. In my mind, I was always a writer, and I was just
waiting for my big opportunity. My first book came out before
I was thirty, and I never stopped writing after that, aside from a
sabbatical while I was having children.
What authors or novels have influenced your work?
So many. I am an avid reader, and I’ve always enjoyed a wide
variety of writers. I read mystery, science fiction, classic novels
like “Jane Eyre” and “Pride and Prejudice.”
Who encouraged you to write?
My school teachers did, and my parents never told me I COULDN’T
do it . . . which was good enough.
How did you launch your career as a professional writer?
I had some great luck. I was taking a creative writing course the
one year we lived in St. Louis, and the teacher of the class had just
left her job at Houghton Mifflin in New York. She recommended
the book I was working on to a former colleague at HM, and she
took the book.
You created the Southern Vampire series then it was made into a TV
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series by HBO with you credited as a writer.  How do you feel about
your books being changed so much for the TV series?
I was prepared for that, since the books are in the first person,
and a TV series can’t be told that way. Obviously, other characters
would have to have more of a story for television.
It seems that fans have largely split into two camps: fans of the books
and fans of the TV series.  Has this caused any difficulties or resulted
in funny stories?
Actually, I know lots of fans who love both, but regard them as
separate entertainment experiences.  Sometimes people do get
confused between events in the show as opposed to events in
the book, and I have to remind them which is which.
Why the name Sookie when Sookie isn’t ethnic?  How did you come
up with her name and the other names in your series?
I’m not sure what you mean. Sookie is a very old southern
nickname, short for “Sister.” My grandmother’s best friend
was Sookie. Other names I’ve selected for a variety of reasons,
ranging from hours of thought to opening the telephone book.
Just depends on the character.
What is your vision for the future of the Southern Vampire series?
There’ll be one more book, next year.
You’ve edited anthologies as well as writing novels and short
stories.  How do you create anthologies as an editor? Does this give
you a different perspective to the writing process?
Editing requires a different set of skills, and I’ve really enjoyed
learning how to do it well.   Toni and I create our dream list of
contributors for every book, send out the invitations, and start
work when the stories begin to roll in. It’s great perspective on
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my own work.
What do you do for fun?
I read. I have four dogs. I have a new grandson. I like to watch a
certain amount of television, and we go to the movies.
What do you do when you’re faced with writer’s block?
Usually when I can’t go forward, there’s a reason. I’ve made a
misstep somewhere. I take a step back, do something else, then
return to the work that’s troubling me. I can unsnarl it after that.
What are your plans for the future?
I have two more instalments in the graphic novel Chris Golden
and I are writing. I’m doing a couple of short stories for various
anthologies. And I’m starting a new series. So, very busy.
What would you like to say to fans?
Thanks for the support and for buying the books.
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Book Reviews
Feature Review
Gladiatrix
Timestalker series book 1 by Rhonda Roberts
Review by Evie Kendal
Gladiatrix is the story of Kannon Jarratt, an orphan
who was found abandoned in a cave in the Blue
Mountains by Japanese tourist, Yuki Jarratt. The tale begins after
Yuki’s death when Kannon is required to take over the family
business, training police cadets at Yuki’s dojo. Kannon’s true
parentage is unknown, and her only connection to her former identity
are a series of scars she sustained from the tortuous manner in
which she was bound while in the cave, an experience which has
also left her suffering claustrophobia. An archaeology major who
is at risk of failing due to an inability to complete field assignments,
Kannon is also concerned for the future of Yuki’s business after
an altercation with a violent bully whose connections threaten her
contract with the police department. Following the fight she returns
home to await the consequences of her humiliating this particular
cadet, and is contacted by former detective, Des Carmichael, who
was in charge of the search for her biological parents following
Yuki’s discovery of her as a child. Des believes he may have new
evidence about Kannon’s identity, having watched a documentary
about a kidnapping in America that occurred the same year she
was found.
After their initial investigations in Australia fail to uncover any
definitive link between Kannon and the kidnapped child, Celeste
Dupree, Kannon decides to go to America to seek out Celeste’s
mother, Victoria, a former detective turned Time Marshal for the
National Time Administration (NTA). The NTA run a “time portal”
that allows their agents to travel into the past to investigate historical
events, but political pressure restricts the use of the portal such that
only distant events can be revisited. By the time Kannon arrives
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in San Francisco to speak to Victoria, she has already been sent
to Rome in 8AD as part of an investigation into the practices of a
powerful religious group in America, the Isiacs, who worship the
Egyptian goddess, Isis. When Victoria fails to make her scheduled
check-in, Kannon is worried she has been injured or killed, as she
has learnt there is a high mortality rate among Time Marshals in
the field. Before she can determine how to help, a group of rioters
ransack the NTA office and destroy the time portal, but not before
sending Kannon through it after Victoria. The narrative then focuses
on Kannon’s attempts to rescue Victoria, whom she believes has
been kidnapped for stealing a sacred dagger from the Isiacs of
Ancient Rome, and her continued investigation into whether she
truly is Celeste Dupree, Victoria’s long-lost daughter.
Good points:
The book has various points to recommend it, including the strong
female characters portrayed, such as Yuki, Kannon and Victoria. All
of these women are skilled fighters and show tremendous strength
of character in the face of adversity. Kannon manages to save
herself from numerous situations, starting with the bully cadet in
the dojo back home, and continuing in the arena in Ancient Rome,
where she takes Victoria’s place as a Gladiatrix to gain information
that might help her find the missing agent. All three women also
show fierce determination and suffer personal sacrifice to protect
the interests of others: Yuki by abandoning her home country so
she can adopt and raise Kannon, Victoria by continuing in law
enforcement even after her daughter is kidnapped as a warning,
and Kannon by risking her life to try and rescue Victoria, even though
she does not know whether Victoria is really her mother. Kannon
also stands up for weaker gladiators when they are abused by their
rivals, and fights to protect the male slave her mistress bestows on
her from the constant threat of rape and violence he is subjected
to as a captured slave living in Ancient Rome. It is interesting that
in this fantasy narrative it is the warrior female that is called upon
to fight for the rights and honour of the male character, Alexander,
who although trained as a gladiator, is no longer allowed to fight.
Kannon’s very name is defined in the story as “she who hears all
cries for help,” and Kannon explains that Yuki, being Buddhist,
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had named her after the Japanese Bodhisattva of Compassion.
Thus, the most powerful supernatural beings of the novel are also
female, with the goddess Isis and her devoted servant, Cleopatra,
being the central deities involved in the Isiac rituals.
Another fascinating element in the story is the alternate history
described. According to NTA officials that Kannon interviews, the
NTA was set up by President Kennedy two years after NASA was
started by Eisenhower. During the Cold War the time investigation
program was opposed by J. Edgar Hoover, who believed its
function overlapped too extensively with his newly formed FBI. As
a result of complex political motivations, use of the time portals
was restricted such that only events occurring over thirty years in
the past could be investigated, to limit any potential influence on
the present day. Despite claims that no alterations could be made
in the past, the America of Gladiatrix is vastly different to the one
we know. The nation is split along a religious divide between the
Isiacs, and a group of fundamentalists known as the Moral Legion,
with religious freedom under threat amidst claims the Isiacs once
engaged in human sacrifice. Victoria’s mission in Rome 8AD is
intended to settle the dispute between the two powerful religions
and bring an end to the violent riots occurring across the nation.
There are also a number of unfamiliar technologies that exist in
addition to the time portal itself, that make the setting of the story
unique.
A large portion of the narrative takes place in Ancient Rome and
it is clear the author did extensive research to add authenticity.
However, by far the best aspect of the novel is the character,
Alexander, the former gladiator who was sold to Domitia Crassus,
Kannon’s mistress, before the narrative begins. After impressing
Domitia with her fighting skills, Kannon is given Alexander as a
reward, despite being morally opposed to slavery and not wanting
someone spying on her investigation. Alexander is uncooperative
and hostile and Kannon finds herself exasperated by his attitude,
particularly when Domitia requires that they fulfil the roles of Cupid
and Psyche in a theatrical performance for her guests. While
Alexander remains difficult for some time, after Kannon rescues
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him from assault from a powerful Roman citizen he starts to respect
her. Eventually Kannon confesses the truth of where she came
from, offering him his freedom if he assists her in finding Victoria.
Alexander adjusts to the knowledge of time travel impressively,
and soon learns to master the technology Kannon has brought
with her from her own time. As they continue Kannon’s quest they
come to rely on each other more and more and a deep friendship
develops. The promise of more than friendship is what drives much
of the narrative, always keeping the reader wanting more of their
story. When Kannon discovers Alexander was a Spartan warrior
before his enslavement, she comes to understand him better and
they become very affectionate. (And let’s face it – who doesn’t love
a sexy Spartan warrior?)
Bad points:
Unfortunately there are also various weaknesses to the novel
Gladiatrix that also warrant mention. One element that I found quite
jarring was the occa-accented first-person narrative, in conjunction
with the overly Australianised setting at the beginning of the story.
The level of description of the Australian landscape seems almost
defensive, particularly as after establishing this setting the vast
majority of the present-day action actually occurs in America. While
it is very beneficial to have Australian authors making a name for
themselves, and particularly the underrepresented female authors
of the same, the lengthy descriptions at the outset of the story
drag quite a bit. Given the fact the novel is very long, this slow
beginning is hazardous and runs the risk of readers giving up on
the book before getting to the “good stuff.”
Another problem with the novel is the way certain issues are
handled in a less than sensitive manner. There is a substantial
degree of religious intolerance and rape and mutilation are treated
rather casually in parts. Also, when a particular character dies
graphically in childbirth, this only warrants a sentence of reflection
from Kannon’s perspective about how she is determined not to
let anyone she loves die. The person responsible for allowing this
woman to die horribly not only fails to be punished in the story,
she is actually rewarded extensively. Furthermore, after a very
disturbing rape scene late in the novel, when a dagger is thrown
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at the offending groin it misses, which is again hardly providing
narrative satisfaction for the reader. While being set in Ancient
Rome necessitated a lot of the violence depicted, some of it still
seemed gratuitous even under those conditions.
The plot also carries some holes with the contrived thirty-year rule
being the only reason Victoria cannot simply go back in time to
find out what really happened to her kidnapped daughter. There
is also a rather disappointing resolution to one of the major trials
Kannon faces in her search for Victoria, with a deus ex machina
style intervention saving her at the last moment. (After all, when
one is reading with bated breath as the protagonist dangles over
crocodile-infested water, it is rather a let-down to have the dramatic
scene end with a knock on the door and a man apologising for a
simple misunderstanding.) However, by far the most unfortunate
element is the fact that the central mystery of the novel, namely
whether Kannon Jarratt is Victoria Dupree’s daughter, is given
away in the series title: The Kannon Dupree Timestalker series. It
seems reasonable to demand that such a spoiler not exist on the
front cover of a detective novel!
Recommendations:
Overall, Gladiatrix is worth reading, although I would not recommend
it for a young audience due to the level of physical and sexual
violence present in the narrative. The existence of time travel
makes for an interesting twist on the standard detective novel
style and definitely sets up the sequel Hoodwink well. Kannon is a
protagonist able to sustain the narrative, even if her speech gets a
little annoying in parts (I am hoping for more of Victoria’s narrative
perspective in the next instalment). The length of Gladiatrix makes
it a substantial time investment, however there are high points
throughout the story that definitely make it worth the effort.
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Snow White and the Huntsman
A Novel by Lily Blake
Review by Evie Kendall

When I went to see the film Snow White and
the Huntsman (2012) recently I was already
aware of the rumours of a planned sequel. I
was immediately puzzled as to how one might
go about scripting a sequel to one of the most
famous plots of all time. After all, the Snow
White narrative (and its many derivatives) has
existed in written form since at least 1634,
with Giambattista Basile’s “The Young Slave”
being one of the earliest literary versions
recorded. According to Maria Tatar in her book
The Classic Fairytales (1999), while the Disney version with the
poisoned apple and seven dwarves is probably one of the best
known; traditionally Snow White was as likely to fall into her coma
as a result of “a toxic comb, a contaminated cake, or a suffocating
braid,” as ingesting any enchanted fruit. However, what is consistent
across the different versions of the narrative is the central figure
of the jealous stepmother, and the new film capitalises on this
element with Charlize Theron delivering an excellent performance
in this role. The poisoned apple and seven dwarves also figure in
this retelling, and the huntsman (who is present in many classic
versions of the tale) is obviously an important character as well.
As all these staples have already been provided in the first film,
the question remains as to what could possibly be left to tell in a
sequel? Having now seen the film I can answer this! What is left
for a sequel is what should have been provided as the ending
to this film. The conclusion is completely unsatisfying and the
romantic storylines left unresolved, and I am left to assume this
was a deliberate move aimed at generating future income from the
franchise. Sadly, this also appears to be the motivation behind Lily
Blake’s novelisation of the film.
Snow White and the Huntsman: A Novel follows the film narrative
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very closely, however there are some minor differences (either as
a result of being based on an early script draft or at the discretion of
the author). In my opinion in almost all cases these changes detract
from the story. First of all Blake’s version fails the “show don’t tell”
mandate of quality creative writing. While the film slowly reveals
the evil Queen Ravenna’s backstory and her family history, Blake
tells the reader all the details upfront in the introductory section.
The seven dwarves are a late development in the film, however in
the novelisation their existence and noble past are “spoiled” near
the beginning. Another major reveal in the film is Snow White’s
true identity, which she does not tell the huntsman until their lives
depend on it. Again, Blake’s Snow White character blurts this
out as soon as she meets Eric, giving him a reason to protect
her beyond the desire for financial compensation. Blake also
completely deletes the section of the narrative pertaining to Snow
White’s real mother and the vast majority of that concerning her
childhood friend, William (the Duke’s son), losing some interesting
storyline as a result.
There are also some holes in the narrative that, while also present
in the film version, are somehow more glaring in the written form.
One such is Ravenna’s use of healing power on her brother
Finn while he is in the woods searching for Snow White, which
occurs after she has already stated she has no powers in the dark
forest. Another issue arises when Eric reflects upon the fact Snow
White was probably severely malnourished during the ten years
she spent imprisoned in the tower, which highlights how unlikely
it was that she would be in any condition to escape the castle
in the manner she did, not to mention engage in all the physical
fighting she does afterward. Nevertheless there is one difference
in Blake’s novelisation that adds something meaningful to the plot
- the addition of a long seduction between Ravenna and the King.
This goes some way toward explaining why he would marry her,
which occurs after a much longer period of acquaintance in the
book compared to the film. While in the film his decision seems
rash at best, and criminally negligent at worst, the book version
absolves him of such accusations by showing exactly how he was
duped into believing Ravenna truly loved him and his daughter. It is
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surprising, therefore, that Blake’s version also adds a fight between
Snow White and the huntsman that centres on King Magnus’
blameworthiness in bringing about the evil Queen’s reign, which is
entirely absent in the film, where his guilt is more apparent.
There are also various changes in characterisation seen in
Blake’s retelling, most notably with Snow White becoming a
spoilt, whiny brat! While Kristen Stewart’s performance certainly
lacked personality (in classic Bella Swan-style), Blake’s version
is actually downright annoying. She calls the huntsman a “brute”
and exposes a rather classist attitude towards him and several
other peasant citizens she encounters, which is incongruous with
her own position as an outcast and a fugitive. She also has no
intention of fighting for her kingdom in Blake’s version, and is
headed to the Duke’s castle not to rally his army, but to find a
place to hide. She reflects that women have never been “allowed
to fight,” and seems rather disinclined to challenge this state of
affairs, losing what little empowerment the film version had. One
positive change that Blake makes is Snow White’s obliviousness
to her own beauty, an important element in many of the classic
fairytales that is a little lacking in the film. There are also some
benefits to the internal monologue that literary retellings allow, with
the reader gaining a little more insight into the character than they
would otherwise get. Ravenna’s character is even more violent
than in the film, ordering that women and children be slaughtered
in the streets. However, she cries out on behalf of Snow White
before she is executed, claiming she feels a bond to her and does
not want her killed. This event does not occur in the film, and in my
opinion is rather unnecessary in the book. The huntsman is also
quite a different character in Blake’s story, betraying his kingdom
and the Duke’s soldiers in order to fund his drinking habit. While
Blake tries to make him more sarcastic and amusing than the
film incarnation, his general attitude makes him somewhat less
appealing (and the absence of Chris Hemsworth to look at makes
him a lot less appealing!).
The best part of Blake’s book is the beautiful layout and cover.
Much like the film’s extraordinarily beautiful cinematography, this
book looks absolutely gorgeous. There are 23 teeny chapters that
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are separated very artistically, with many also containing poem
fragments in a lovely typeface. The font size and spacing make the
book very easy to read - a recreational activity recommended for
anyone not intending to watch the film version.

The Courier’s New Bicycle
Author: Kim Westwood
Publisher: HarperVoyager
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
In Melbourne in the near future the right wing has taken power,
followed by state-sanctioned religion promoting discrimination
and even attacks on non-conformists.   During a lethal influenza
epidemic, inoculations were diluted with a drug later found to cause
sterility. The Courier’s New Bicycle is set about 8 or 10 years
later when the ramifications have begun to be felt, rippling into the
political sphere, but before infertility escalates to Children of Men
proportions. This situation would not be as severe as in Children
of Men as some women are still fertile, but pregnant women aren’t
sacred in this society and babies aren’t being bought from overseas
at astronomical costs – yet.
Salisbury Forth – called Sal by her friends – is androgynous and
same-sex attracted although probably bi-sexual. Born female,
Sal’s experience growing up is one of ambivalence to gender
stereotypes, not fitting with traditional roles.  Sal works as a courier
for a stuffed toy company whose special clients have extra-special
stuffing in their toys: instead of drugs to get you high, they have
drugs to increase the likelihood of fertility. Someone starts trading
tainted hormones under Sal’s boss’s label, so Sal is roped in to
investigate.
The Courier’s New Bicycle is part Friends and part accidental
detective story, but what sets it above most other novels is the
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nature of the world-building and unusual characters. Westwood
has taken the politics of right-wing ‘First’ parties and mixed in the
religious politics of the US and the Mad Monk.  Not satisfied with
that potent blend, Westwood adds the politics of non-traditional
sexuality; In this brave new world, the pendulum has swung back
to traditional 50s-style stereotypes and gender ideals; curvaceous
women and muscular, lantern-jawed men. To be different is to be
ostracised at best, or targeted for physical violence and worse.
As Sal and her non-traditional friends need to fly under the radar
to survive, the drugs and Sal’s investigation puts them at greater
risk.
Westwood takes current attitudes and extrapolates from
currently informally segregated waterholes into prohibition-style
speakeasy joints for the differently-oriented. In one scene Sal
and her girlfriend go out on a date, ‘passing’ as normal, just as
half-castes or disabled persons talk about ‘passing’. Incredibly
powerful, this plot thread takes this novel into a class of its own
while raising the stakes to add to the suspense.
The Courier’s New Bicycle is a masterpiece; I haven’t felt this way
about a work since Wings of Desire. Highly recommended; this is
brilliant speculative fiction not to be missed.  
There are a few explicit sex scenes in the novel however they are
fairly brief.
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Author: V.M. Zito
Publisher: Orbit
Reviewer: Jade Hounsell
The USA has been divided into two; the East has become a
safe haven from the West, which is now a wasteland filled with
the resurrected dead and called by the survivors, the Evacuated
States.
Henry Marco is a former neurologist and by choice has chosen to
live the last four years, since the outbreak, in the Evacuated States.
He had his reasons for staying during the evacuation; he found his
wife’s crashed, blood-soaked car at the start of the outbreak and
all he wants to do is find and return her.
Marco makes a ‘living’ by being the ‘Return Man’, which entails
Marco’s brother-in-law, who lives in the East, finding grieving
relatives and then Marco hunting them down and makes them
permanently dead, or as he puts it, Returned.
Marco has just gotten back from a job when he is contacted by
Homeland Security (yep they are still kicking along) whom have
taken Marco’s brother-in-law hostage as leverage till he accepts
a job from them. They want Marco to hunt down scientist Roger
Ballard, (whom may have found the cure for the Resurrection
disease and have it in his DNA), get a blood sample and return
him.
Sounds simple enough, however the US Government isn’t the
only one after Ballard and the starting point is California, where
the apocalypse began. This job is going to test Marco like he has
never been tested before, not only does he have to find his man
with a team of soldiers (remember he has been by himself for 4
years), but he also has to deal with a spy and a group of radicals
called the Horsemen whom want to find Ballard and sell the cure
to the highest bidder. Will Marco succeed when the odds are really
not in his favour? (Sorry, cross reference, just read the Hunger
Games….)
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Now I really have just given you the bare bones of what this
book is about, I suppose you could say it is the core of the main
plot but there are just so many little twists and turns along the way
that it would take me ages (or pages) to list them all. I think that by
telling you everything that happens would also take away all of the
excitement of actually reading this book and, let me say, I really,
really recommend that you read it. I powered through this book in
two days as I couldn’t put it down, just wanting, no needing is a
better way of saying it, to know what was going to happen next.
There is political drama, a bit of a love story, action aplenty, spies,
some medical stuff and, best of all, zombies aplenty. So, in my
mind at least, there really is something for just about anyone and
everyone. Oh and there is a nice interview with the author at the
back of the book giving a bit of insight as well.
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Shadow (Pendulum book 2)
World’s End (Pendulum book 3)
Author: Will Elliott
Publisher: Voyager
Reviewer: Jade Hounsell
I don’t normally do this but I have decided to do a combined review
for these two books together as I read them very close and am
finding it hard to remember what happened in what book. So first
off here is the blurb from both books:
Shadow:
The Wall at World’s End has been destroyed and Levaal
stands naked again before its twin world. The Arch Mage
seeks to unseat Vous before he joins the gods, but loyalties
are fractured, within the Castle and among the Free Cities, as
war and chaos looms. And a dragon may have escaped its sky
prison, while a new alien force is rising by the name of Shadow.
When Eric Albright opened a door and entered Levaal he was truly
a stranger in a strange land. Now the Pilgrim seeks answers, on
the dragons, the gods, the demon being called Tormentors, and
on the disturbing link between himself and the being known as
Shadow ... between our world and Levaal
World’s EndVous has ascended to godhood in a way not even the dragons
predicted. Now Eric and Aziel return to the castle to defeat the
Arch Mage, as the dragons bid them. They are offered a throne
and objects of great power, but what do the dragons want in
return? Meanwhile at World s End, the new people have made
contact. They call themselves Haiyens, they know many new arts,
and they have dealt with dragons before. Have they really come to
help or do they have other reasons? Siel and Far Gaze must find
the answer, while Eric must accept or reject an offer of immense
power.
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The reason I am finding it difficult to remember the difference
between the two is because I read one straight after the other,
kind of like holding your nose and just swallowing some disgusting
medicine or drink. Don’t get me wrong, I loved the first book in this
series, Pilgrim, and was expecting much the same for the next in
the series and was sorely disappointed. The first three quarters of
the second book lost me totally and I cannot really pinpoint why,
just that I found it sooooo boring. I mean NOTHING seemed to
happen…at all. The first book was so fast flowing, lots of action
and a smooth introduction to this new world and quirky characters
it never once left me wanting or wondering why.
For one of the first times in my life I was actually loathed to pick up
a book and in this case it was both of them. Yes all the questions
did get answered in the final book, however I feel most of it was
done in the last few chapters. Speaking of I found the final battle
to be…ummm… disappointing to say the least. It actually seemed
to me that the second book, (actually now I think on it, so could
most of the third), really could have been left out completely. The
blurb on the back cover (and above) really explains most of what
the author spends 300 odd pages doing.
Now I think some of the problem may lie in me, I mean really who
am I to judge? Not like I have ever written a popular series of
books, but I do know what I like and this series, well these two
books especially, is not it. In saying that I also feel I must point out
that this series does seem to have some good reviews floating
around, so maybe I just missed the point but I REALLY am not
willing to reread to find out.

Bitter Greens

Author: Kate Forsythe
Publisher: Vintage
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
Bitter Greens is a well-researched retelling of
the Rapunzel fairy story as well as the history
of the fairy story. Set in what appears at first
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glance to be historical France and Italy, Bitter Greens has real
magic woven into the fabric of the world as well.
Charlotte-Rose de la Force is a Hugenot in the seventeenth century,
a time of political persecution of Hugenots, with the capricious Sun
King of France and his court descending on the homes of families
who struggle to meet his expectations for lavish hospitality, then
suffer at his whim. Having lost her mother at the whim of the King,
Charlotte-Rose goes to court as a lady-in-waiting, a career mixing
success with scandal. Imprisoned in a convent at the whim of the
King, Charlotte embarks on a journey of self-discovery, recounting
her story episodically, counter pointed by the story of Rapunzel,
told to her by another nun.
Rapunzel’s story is set in Italy the previous century. A girl is taken
from her parents by a witch and locked in a tower. At first it appears
that this is the story of the girl, but later it becomes the story of
the witch. Going back further in time the reader learns there have
been a string of girls used by the witch to retain her beauty, while
aspiring to immortality.
As with many fairy stories involving women, Bitter Greens is a story
about women living in a man’s world, how the women respond
to limitations imposed upon them by society and the lengths to
which they are prepared to abuse other women in order to achieve
their goals. The machinations and manipulations of the witch in the
Rapunzel tale and the women in the court of the King of France are
appalling. The moral of the tale seems to be that such machinations
and manipulations have a price that rebounds on the perpetrator,
while redemption lies in repentance and service.
Issues of fashion and self-mutilation for ideals of beauty are barely
touched upon in Bitter Greens, which seemed to me counterintuitive to this story about women. Belladonna eyedrops were
used in Bitter Greens along with a passing mention of the risks
involved, but not the pain or detrimental impact upon vision. I
found this confronting: when I was very young, my father told me
the eye drops given to me by an ophthalmologist were belladonna,
formerly used as a beauty treatment. This was in response to my
bitter complaints about visiting the ophthalmologist yet again,
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the pain and suffering I endured with the eye drops (they’re a lot
less painful and don’t affect vision as badly nor for as long these
days, thanks to developments in modern medicine). I demanded
to know why belladonna eye drops were a beauty treatment: my
father explained that the eye drops enlarge the pupil of the eye,
which was considered beautiful. Later when studying psychology
I learnt that pupils dilate when someone is interested in a topic or
person; when Jane is interested in Jack, Jack will often consider
Jane more attractive. I suspect my father was trying to placate me
in the face of the inevitable, but he only succeeded in sowing the
seeds of my life-long issues with beauty and the fashion industry.
I personally wanted more exploration of the suffering women
endured to achieve ideals of fashion and beauty, suffering endured
while seeking approval from men, and yet Bitter Greens is already
a hefty volume.
I thoroughly enjoyed Bitter Greens overall, but I had a concern
with the final quarter.
Major Spoiler alert! Don’t read ahead if you don’t want end of
novel spoilers. Towards the end, Charlotte’s story was patchy:
she loved and lost her husband, but the seeds of the romance
were omitted entirely, the reader jumps in to that portion of her life
after the romance had begun. I wanted more but Kate developed
Charlotte’s story based on limited historical documentation.
Spoiler Ends.
Bitter Greens is a must-read for people who love fairy stories retold
and historical fiction.
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Wicked Business
Author: Janet Evanovich
Publisher: Headline
Release date: 19 June 2012
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
Lizzie is a pastry chef whose world was turned upside down when
she discovered she has paranormal abilities. Diesel is a paranormal
investigator who deals with problems in paranormal circles, and is
‘sex on legs’. Lizzie has a cat with character while Diesel has a
monkey who is supernaturally intelligent but also, at times, wicked
to the point of torturing Diesel and Lizzie. Lizzie and Diesel are
searching for seven stones linked to the seven deadly sins, but so
is Wulf, Diesel’s possibly evil cousin, who fascinates Lizzie to the
point that she wonders if she’s in love or lust with him.
Wicked Business follows the same formula as the incredibly
popular Stephanie Plum series, the primary differences being
the introduction of a paranormal sub-culture to our world and
the animals who double as comic side-kicks and plot devices.
This is the third in this new series; I haven’t read the first two
but Wicked Business was a good jumping-in point. There were
recaps explaining what has gone before.  By not reading the first
two novels in this series, the reader misses Lizzie’s introduction to
the paranormal world, getting established in her new job with new
friends including her introduction to Diesel and his monkey, and
the foundation for Lizzie and Wulf’s relationship. While it’s usually
best to begin at the beginning of a series, it is possible to jump in
here and follow the story easily.
I think of Janet Evanovich’s novels as being a bit like chocolate:
a guilty pleasure, light reading for a change of pace. Wicked
Business isn’t as funny and sassy as the very best Stephanie Plum
books but Evanovich is still establishing this world and developing
the characters. I have hopes that Lizzie and the lust stone will
have issues in the future. Wicked Business definitely holds its
own, and is recommended for Evanovich fans and fans of sassy
fun detective romps.
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Cuttlefish
Author: Dave Freer
Publisher: PYR
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
Cuttlefish is a speculative fiction YA book
set in a not-too-distant past alternate history
where rising sea levels have flooded London,
converting that city into a new Venice. Clara
Calland, a teenager at boarding school, absconds with her mother
who is being hunted by government and anti-government groups.
Tim, a teenage boy from the impoverished tunnels of London, has
signed on to the Cuttlefish as crew.  The Cuttlefish is a submarine
with catamaran capabilities that alternately runs on coal, electricity
or wind power, depending on the circumstances. Fully crewed, the
submarine has a traitor on board. No-one listens to Clara or Tim,
so they investigate on their own with dire consequences.
Dave Freer has built an intricate alternate-history world with
steampunk themes. The British Empire remains strong in spite
of excessive use of coal leading to premature rising of sea
levels; world politics and geography varying accordingly. The
detail that goes into Freer’s descriptions of running Cuttlefish,
including converting the submarine to sail power and hydro-foils,
is incredible. Likewise, the detailed world-building is immersive;
Freer has translated authentic history into this alternate world with
a differing political agenda.
The plot has four main threads: 1) a very chaste romance between
Clara and Tim, young love at its most naïve and endearing, 2)
Clara’s discovery of world politics including her parents’ roles in a
rebellion, 3) a chase scenario where the various groups are hunting
Clara’s mother hunt down in Cuttlefish and 4) the traitor on board,
his actions and consequences. I’d prefer a little less focus on the
actual sailing and hiding. I felt it was hard to maintain my suspense
in some sequences, but then I’m one of those heretics who found
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20,000 Leagues Under the Sea deathly dull: perhaps I just have
a very short attention span. The other plot threads are engaging,
the characters are interesting and they develop throughout the
novel as do their relationships. I can easily visualise Cuttlefish as
a beautiful colour graphic novel or even a Hunt for Red Octoberstyle movie.
Cuttlefish is a kind of coming-of-age story in that Clara and Tim
are both in the process of growing up and re-evaluating their
places in the world. So many stories of this genre use generation
disconnect tropes and seem to leave you with the feel of ‘it’s over,
they’ve grown up’ at the end, which is very superficial.   Freer
explores themes of generational disconnect and relationships by
balancing possible rebellion against the necessity of relationships,
alongside the knowledge that the teenagers don’t have all the
answers. Clara and Tim’s relationship and coming of age is a
story of transition with a hope for the future but it’s not an end in
itself. It’s not clear whether Freer intends to write more in this
series; the open ending leaves room for more, or for the reader to
imagine their own future.
Billed as a YA novel for ages 12 and up, I recommend Cuttlefish for
primary students with an appropriate reading age as well. Cuttlefish
is recommended for fans of YA spec fic, sailing, steampunk and
alternate history, for older children, teens and the young at heart.
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The Double Shadow
Author: Sally Gardner
Publisher: Indigo
Release date: 2011
Reviewer: Rebecca Muir
The Double Shadow tells the story of Amaryllis Ruben, the daughter
of a charming, rich inventor named Arnold Ruben. Beautiful and
clever, Amaryllis should be one of the lucky ones. However, her life
has been tainted by shadow and sorrow. After losing her mother,
Amaryllis then lost her memory at the age of eight. Forced to rebuild
her identity with none of the memories of love and happiness from
her childhood, Amaryllis has now become a rebellious teenager,
drifting apart from her father who is haunted with guilt from the
past. After one incident too many, she is expelled from her boarding
school and sent home to “the old mausoleum” as she calls it. There
she gets to know the son of the cook, a boy called Ezra. On a
whim, to show her how privileged her life really is, her father orders
Ezra to attend classes with Amaryllis with her new governess. It is
a situation neither of them is particularly happy with. Studious and
diligent, Ezra is very different from Amaryllis. As they get to know
each other, Ezra begins to understand some of the dark secrets
hidden in Amaryllis’ heart. Is he the one person who can reach out
to her and help her – can he rescue her from the terrible destiny
which is looming on her seventeenth birthday?
The Double Shadow feels like a Doctor Who story, minus the Doctor.
It has the gritty, dark reality that is often portrayed on Doctor Who,
blended with the bizarre, scary, not-of-this world element. There is
the courage and determination of the main characters, who (in the
case of this book, without the help of the Doctor) step up to face
the challenges before them.
This book is disturbing in some of the things it portrays. It deals with
the dreadful legacy of abuse and the damage it does to children.
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Another main theme is the selfishness and oppressiveness that
comes when parents seek to live out their dreams through their
children. The shadow of war and the scars it leaves also contributes
to the dark backdrop of this story.
Set against this dark backdrop, however, is an exploration of love
and the light it brings. There is also courage, shown by many of the
characters in different ways – particularly by Ezra and his parents,
all facing different struggles. There is hope, held onto even when
it should be gone.
The Double Shadow is not a book to read when you want light
entertainment. It will make you think and it is likely to make you cry.
I enjoyed it, however, and I recommend it.
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Copper Beach
Author: Jayne Ann Krentz
Publisher: Piatkus
Release date: 2012
Reviewer: Rebecca Muir
Copper Beach is an action-packed thriller set in a world where
the paranormal is full of power. Abby Radwell has a psychic talent
for detecting and decoding “hot” books –those with a psychic
encryption. She works by referral only, because the world of “hot”
books is full of dangerous people who would pay a lot of money
or go to extreme lengths to get their hands on rare and valuable
works.
After a hold-up in a client’s private library, Abby starts to receive
blackmail threats. She reluctantly hires Sam Coppersmith (also
psychically gifted, although he specialises in “hot” rocks – crystals
and the like) to both investigate who is sending the threats, and
to keep her safe in the meantime. It becomes apparent that Sam
and his family (a wealthy family who own a research company
specialising in psychic energy and technology) are more involved
than it first appeared, and may hold the key to unravelling what
is really going on – what is the mysterious old alchemy notebook
which everyone seems to be looking for, and why does everyone
think Abby has it? However, Abby must first break through Sam’s
tough guy exterior and help him come to terms with the past.
This was not a bad book, and the storyline was fast-paced and
gripping. However, it was also not a fantastic book. I felt like
the interaction between Abby and Sam was not particularly well
executed. It was on one hand a bit predictable and on the other
a bit over the top. It just felt a bit forced, like the main point was
to be able to write some hot sex scenes. Speaking of which, the
word “hot” was used too much – as well as “hot” books and “hot”
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rocks, Sam keeps on being described as having “hot” eyes, and I
was never sure if this was to say, as in the case of the books and
the rocks, that he was exuding psychic energy, or if it was just a
comment on how sexy he was.
If you like paranormal thrillers, or fast-paced action with a sexy but
troubled man, the strong silent type who is misunderstood by all
the world except the smart, beautiful woman who is in danger and
needs the help of the sexy but troubled man, then you’ll probably
like this book. A warning though that it does contain fairly graphic
sex scenes, so it is not really suitable for younger readers.
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The Rook
Author: Daniel O’Malley
Publisher: Harper Collins
Release date: 2012
Reviewer: Rebecca Muir
The Rook is the debut novel for Daniel O’Malley. At 482 pages, it
is no small accomplishment. The Rook tells the story of a woman
who wakes up in the rain in a park, surrounded by dead men
wearing latex gloves. She has no idea who she is or how she got
there. In her coat pocket is a letter, which begins “Dear You, The
body you are wearing used to be mine”. The woman must discover
who she is (31 year old Myfanwy Thomas) and why someone is
trying to attack her. Armed with a stack of letters from her former
self and a purple binder folder, she turns up at her work place to
discover that she is an important person in a secret governmentsanctioned organisation dealing with supernatural phenomena –
protecting civilians while keeping them in the dark. Someone in the
organisation is responsible for her memory loss, and Myfanwy has
to lead the organisation through national and international threats,
while coming to terms with her own supernatural and rather deadly
ability and hiding her amnesia from her colleagues so that she can
uncover the traitor who threatens them all.
The Rook is a cleverly written book. We get to see the organisation
and the conspiracy through a double lens as the story is told through
Myfanwy’s eyes but also through the letters from her former self.
The new Myfanwy is not the meek, psychologically scarred person
she used to be, which leads to some humorous encounters as well
as some “you go girl” moments. The characters are quirky and
the plot is interesting. Daniel O’Malley does seem rather fond of
the yuck factor, with quite a lot of the book set among slime, gore,
fungus and giant cubes of man-eating flesh, but it was balanced
with good story telling and humour.
This book is about bravery and doing the right thing rather than
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the easy thing – Myfanwy is thrust into a dangerous life where
her decisions affect many people, and she must decide what
type of person she is going to be. It is about a journey of selfdiscovery as well as a journey to uncover the truth. It is a book
about the importance of family, but also about the importance of
good administration!
I enjoyed this book, and recommend it to people who like stories
about secret government agencies, supernatural thrillers or just a
good mystery book with a strong protagonist.
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Back and Deader than Ever
Monster High # 4:
Author: Lisi Harrison
Reviewer: Evie Kendall
What does one read on Friday the 13th but the next instalment of
Monster High? Picking up just after the last novel left off, Back
and Deader than Ever deals with the repercussions of Clawdeen’s
sassy sixteenth birthday party from Where There’s a Wolf, There’s
a Way, in which the existence of the paranormal RADs (regular
attribute dodgers) was exposed to the “normie” population of
Salem. The results are seen to be wide acceptance of the RADs,
and at the beginning of book four a new inclusive educational
program is being taught at Merston High School aimed at fostering
tolerance and celebrating diversity. Some of the RADs’ unique
characteristics have even become fashion icons – so when a major
sports company merges with a French fashion label and stages a
competition for the most diverse school community to represent
their new brand, Merston student and vampire, Lala, thinks they
have a real chance! She is also desperate to win the contest to
impress her father Mr D, the leader of the RAD community in
Salem, who has spent almost her entire 1599-year adolescence
away for work.
While Lala works on writing her competition entry, couples compete
to represent the school as Merston’s “It Couple.” However, as the
drama of the popularity contest unfolds, the RADs learn that now
they are “out” Lala’s father is building a RAD-only private school
they will all be expected to attend the next semester. It soon
becomes clear that while the students in Salem have embraced
the tolerance and diversity message, the adults are lagging behind,
still advocating for segregation. After some heated arguments, Mr
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D agrees to retract the mandatory transfers for all RAD students
currently enrolled at Merston – but only if Lala wins the competition.
With a lot more at stake now than a title and a lucrative advertising
opportunity, Lala’s campaign is suddenly plagued by disasters,
providing much of the plot of this novel.
Like the earlier Monster High novels, this book contains a lot of brand
name product placement, with shopping described as an “all-youcan-afford buffet,” by Frankie Stein, granddaughter of Frankenstein
and former political activist turned shopaholic. Facebook and SMS
etiquette are also major concerns, with friendships being lost over
which person has the most digital friends. The characters from all
the previous novels are present, however the family of werewolves
that were the main focus of Monster High #3 are only very minor
players in this novel. Though most characters are written quite
well, I must confess as an Australian the token “Aussie” RAD was
painful to read. The following quote is one example that made me
cringe:
“We we’re s’posed to have this bonzer barbie at the end,
right? Only Pops got lost. So there we were, ten screaming
sheilas in the middle of the bush. And everything’s goin’
wrong. We’re crossing this billabong, and the crocs are
pulling out left and right. Mum forgets the eskie, so we don’t
have any grub. Then we spot this reservoir and hop in to
cool off. Only it’s snapping with biting prawns. Even Pops
was yellin’ like a kookaburra… Finally, this fat joey hops by
and gets me thinking. Judging from the size of that bugger’s
belly, he knows where the barbie is. So we followed him.
And ended up at the Outback Golf Club, where it was meat
pies and iced sammies for everyone.”
Given the huge focus on cross-cultural communication in this
young adult series I found this character’s speech quite jarring, and
a little patronising. However, Harrison does get points for spelling
“Mum” as an Australian would! Apart from this rather stereotypical
profile, the other characters are mostly just a bit shallow, which
although likely to alienate an older readership could still appeal to
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a young teen audience.
The resolution of the father-daughter relationship angst between
Lala and Mr D in this instalment is very satisfying. However, the
Jackson-Melody romantic storyline is somewhat problematic.
Melody is a siren who loves to sing and is recruited into a rock
band during the story, however her new band commitments take
her away from her boyfriend, Jackson, and threaten their Summer
holiday plans. Jackson, whose split Jekyll/Hyde personality
manifests as the character D.J. whenever he gets overheated,
witnesses Melody’s romantic entanglement with another RAD
connected to her new band, and becomes increasingly upset
throughout the story when she continually prioritises her music
over him. While I do not wish to spoil how the relationship issues
are resolved in the narrative, suffice it to say the resolution has
some negative connotations. There is also a failure to address
Melody’s abusive treatment of Jackson when she “accidentally”
uses her siren powers of persuasion to win an argument and force
him into supporting her decisions. (To balance this oversight there
is a brilliant scene in which an older male character is turned into
stone after behaving in a rather lecherous manner towards some
of the high school girls!)
As with the previous novel, my recommendation regarding Back
and Deader than Ever is that it is only really pitched to a young teen
audience, and a mostly female one at that. Some of the messages
contained in it are a little problematic, particularly the focus on
physical appearances and consumer culture, however the ideals
of tolerance are shown well. Overall I believe the positive aspects
outweigh the negative, many of which are just a bit frivolous
but mostly harmless. In future instalments I hope to see more
development of the invisible Billy and Spectra’s relationship, as
well as following Lala’s romantic involvement with the werewolf,
Clawd.
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Trouble Twisters:
The Monster
Authors: Garth Nix and Sean Williams
Publisher: Egmont
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
Jack and Jaide are non-identical twins living in
the small town of Portland, which has its very
own monster. Jack and Jaide are troubletwisters, teenagers
growing into their supernatural powers, eventually destined to
become wardens whose role is to protect others. Tara, the other
new kid in school, becomes their friend while the twins use their
amateur sleuthing skills to prove that Tara’s father is Evil incarnate
that must be destroyed.  Just as teenagers have difficulties with
hormones, these teenagers have difficulty controlling their powers.  
Their powers run amok, the only solution being for them to know
themselves, accepting their strengths and weaknesses.
Grandma X, the twins’ caregiver and mentor, has two cats who talk
to the twins when the cats aren’t miffed. Jaide and Jack’s mum
works three-day shifts at the hospital and has been enchanted,
giving the twins freedom to move in this paranormal world while
they learn to use their powers, find out what is meant by one twin
always falling, and combat the Evil that is trying to gain entrance
into their world. Instead of the adults being removed from the
picture - a common mechanism to enable minors the freedom to
have adventures - the twins must balance their relationships with
the adults in their lives.
In the first Trouble Twisters book, Jack and Jaide discovered their
abilities and had adventures that resulted in blowing up their home.
They and their mother moved to Portland to live with Grandma X,
only to discover that one of the wards in Portland was in need of
repair. They managed to repair the ward and started attending
a new school. At the beginning of book two they’ve been at the
new school for a week when another new kid, Tara, told the kids at
school she may have seen a monster.
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Trouble Twisters is a well-written paranormal urban fantasy with
two great advantages over a lot of similar literature. Firstly, the
teens are cared for by adults in their lives with whom they may
have disagreements – both sides being in the wrong at various
times – but with whom they continue to have relationships. This
is much more constructive and interesting than the Harry Potteresque Muggle trope where Harry’s family don’t understand him
because they’re mundane and abusive. In contrast, the shades
of grey in Trouble Twisters lead the reader on, deepening the
mystery and expanding possibilities in this and future instalments
in the series.
Secondly, this is a novel written by two men, starring a male
protagonist who is equal to his female counterpart and cared for
by a Granny Weatherwax-type. Thus this is a rare series that
can appeal to both boys and girls equally. I think Williams and
Nix have carried this off successfully, even with the introduction
of a third youth who is female. The dynamics of the three-way
relationship – the twins’ bond, the girls’ friendship, the potential
love-interest in its sweetest infancy – are believable and engaging.
Trouble Twisters has the potential to build bridges, helping the
young develop healthier attitudes towards representations of
gender while avoiding harmful stereotypes. More of this, please.
Trouble Twisters: The Monster is a paranormal urban fantasy. I
suspect it’s aimed at the younger end of the YA market, but it’s an
excellent read for younger children with sufficient reading skills.  
Highly recommended for children, teens and the young at heart.
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Nightfall
Author: Will Elliott
Publisher: HarperCollins
Reviewer: Elizabeth Vinton
It must be said that I have read Nightfall with some
anticipation after having heard of it’s interesting
premise and the high praise for Will Elliott’s
first novel The Pilo Family Circus (which I have not yet read, but
certainly plan to).
Nightfall is a strange novel. Good strange. Comparable, I believe,
to Clive Barker’s style of fantastical horror (think Books of Blood)
– not as intimidatingly dark, but with similar bizarre elements,
characters, landscapes and events.
It dances between light fantasy and grotesque horror, the novel’s
actual governing genre very hard to pin down. Dark Fantasy may
in the end be the best description, but that can mislead those
who have difficulty reading stories that contain horror elements,
especially if they are graphic in nature.
And the horror can be very intense and stomach churning when it
does appear.
The protagonist of the novel, Aden Keenan, begins his journey
by becoming aware of the fact that he is dead by his own hand,
and is lying quite uncomfortably in a bathtub in an unfamiliar
house. This realisation whilst being a matter of a very grim nature,
has moments of touching comedy, spiralling into a comical, and
gruesome encounter with the first citizens of the odd world he has
entered.
Despite not knowing very much about Aden, especially his past
‘live’ self , you find yourself liking him, and in fact quite a few of the
darker characters are endearing in their own way also.
The world that opens up before Aden is epic in scale, and stunning
in its description. Various buildings and landscapes are characters
in their own right, greatly adding to the atmosphere.
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The video gamer in me did find her-self early on picturing the story
in game format, a desire developing to wander around the towns
and peek in the windows of the houses not explored by Aden.
The plot of the story launches into something both painful and
beautiful, and for some people, very personal too. I did not find the
resolution all that surprising, but some may and so I am reluctant
to elaborate on Aden’s discoveries about himself and the world his
death led him to. It is important that the reader travels along with
Aden for the story to be fully felt – and I mean felt.
I can say that amongst the comic book style bad guys, good guys
and amoral guys there is intense pathos, which left me wondering
about the author and experiences he or someone close to him
have had. This story felt in the end like a cathartic purge, maybe it
wasn’t intended as such.
I think one of the highest compliments you can pay a story is wanting
more of it – more of the world, learning more of its history, of the
main players in its development, of the towns and townsfolk.
The novel felt almost like a reasonably complex index of places,
people and events of a much larger story, well beyond Aden’s
experiences. I found some of the details on aspects of the story a
bit sparse for my liking. Considering what takes place due to his
existence, perhaps this is styled deliberately and any more detail
would detract from ultimately what the story is about.
In the end it was a strange but enjoyable experience to read. I
believe readers who try it will find this too, as long as you are
prepared to go along with a novel that swaps genres (sometimes
from chapter to chapter, an aspect I really loved), and don’t mind
finding many questions left very much unanswered.
Each reader will be left haunted by a different aspect of it.
Nightfall is an imaginative and moving novel. Although I felt it was
missing some further descriptions/information that would help the
reader immerse more fully into the world, it definitely grows on you
over time once you have read it, and I can see myself re-reading it
in the future to explore elements of the story further.
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Messenger’s Angel
Author: Heather Killough-Walden
Publisher: Headline
Reviewer: Jade Hounsell
In my last review for this series I gave the
backstory as to how the angels came to Earth
and their search for their perfect mate so I
will not bore you by recapping exactly what I have already said
before. If you haven’t read my review for Avenger’s Angel then
I recommend you do so that you have a better understanding of
some of what I’m about to write.
This book is based around Gabriel, the Messenger Archangel, and
his search to find his Archess. Gabriel has always called Scotland
home but due to his immortality he has to take a break every so
many years from it so as to not arouse suspicion as to why a fifty
or sixty year old man still looks to be thirty. During this book he has
decided to return home as he is beginning to despair that since his
brother, Uriel, had found his Archess, Eleanore, he may not find
his Archess for another two thousand years or more.
Juliette Anderson is a struggling anthropology student working on
her thesis for her PHD. When she is given a financial opportunity
in Scotland from a rich backer (the angel Samual), Juliette jumps
at the chance for two reasons besides working on her thesis, one
she has dreamed of travelling to Scotland since she was a child
and two because her parents are Scottish. When presented with
the contract outlining her work Juliette is so overjoyed that she
signs it without even looking at it. Upon arrival in Scotland, Juliette
discovers a strong sense of déjà vu of having been here before
and to top things off she has started to come into her powers, all
of this makes Juliette think that maybe all the stresses of her work
and the sudden changes have made her a little crazy. To calm
down one night Juliette decides that a night out to a local pub is in
order and that is where she meets silver eyed Gabriel for the first
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time. So begins Gabriel’s courting of Juliette and her journey to
understanding she is an Archess. (That really is a very brief outline
of how it happened, but if you want detail read the book!)
In addition to Gabriel and Juliette’s romance, we have a human
Scottish detective who has issues with Gabriel and is determined
to find something to hold against him. We also have a rogue
fallen angel named Daniel who is attempting to capture Juliette
and present her to his superior officer, the leader of the Adarians,
Kevin Trenton, the rest of the Adarians trying to capture Juliette
and, of course, Samael. So throw all that into the mix and you
would expect a fairly fast paced and exciting book yeah? Well, like
me, you would be wrong. The first book had such potential to grow
but I just found this one a little…shall I say, dull.
This actually may not have been anything to do with the plot now
I think about it, but may be due to not really liking the coupling of
Gabriel and Juliette. Just something about them just didn’t quite gel,
not like Uriel and Eleanor from the previous book. Again nothing I
can put my finger on as separately the two characters are likeable
enough; just I felt there was no real connection between them.
Messenger’s Angel has plenty of action, vivid descriptions of
Scotland, magic and sensuality scattered throughout, so it’s not a
bad read at all, I am just thinking that in most series of books, there
is usually a lull book (one not quite as exciting as the others) and
I am hoping that this is that book as I really am looking forward to
the Azrael matchup that was made in the epilogue of this book.
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Lauren Kate’s Rapture
– by Evie Kendal

As a huge fan of Lauren Kate’s Fallen series I must confess I
approached the final instalment, Rapture, with much trepidation.
After all, what if Kate pulled a Twilight Book Four – promising an
epic battle then just letting the drama fizzle out to nothing? Or
even worse a Harry Potter Book Seven with its twenty unnecessary
chapters and dire need of editing? More concerning still was the
fact I’d recently read Kate’s debut novel The Betrayal of Natalie
Hargrove (2009), which I can only describe as the weirdest young
adult novel ever published. However, if there’s one thing readers
can expect from the Fallen series it’s that each instalment will have
a distinct purpose and solid structure – and Rapture is no different.
There’s no meandering filler, no self-indulgent reminiscing over
earlier plot developments, and when drama is promised it is
delivered.
As a brief introduction to the series thus far, in the first book,
Fallen, the focus was on protagonist Lucinda Price discovering
fallen angel Daniel Grigori’s secret and that her own soul had been
reincarnated over and over throughout history, always bound to
his. The second novel, Torment, saw Luce attending a school for
Nephilim and learning more about the supernatural realm, then in
Passion the reader follows Luce’s journey through her past lives,
trying to determine how to break the curse that keeps killing her
every time she and Daniel get together. Providing a very brief
recap of earlier events, Rapture builds on the previous revelations
within the series and creates a new mission for Luce and Daniel
to embark on. At the end of Passion, Lucifer went back in time to
the Fall to erase all of history after that event, and now in Rapture
Luce, Daniel and their allies have only nine days to find the exact
location on Earth that the angels first fell millennia ago in order to
preserve the past. Seeking out holy relics from across the globe
to help them, the fallen angels make new alliances and must fight
off the Scale, warrior-like angels charged with maintaining the
balance between good and evil.
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The most interesting development in Rapture concerns who and
what Luce is. There have been hints throughout the series that
she has a significant role to play in the final battle between the
angels, demons and supernaturals-in-between, however these
have been quite vague and sometimes implied her importance
is only a result of her association with Daniel. Rapture actually
begins exploring the super-human abilities Luce unknowingly
possesses, granting her more agency and removing what little of
the “damsel-in-distress” was found in her characterisation toward
the beginning of the series. She discovers she can recall her past
lives at will, access hidden dimensions, and even overcome most
human frailties (such as that pesky need for oxygen that plagues
so many of us). What becomes a little frustrating is the way Daniel
and the others shelter her for as long as possible regarding the
truth of her existence, however they do provide decent reasons
for this.
After reading the resolution of the major story arc my first instinct
was to say that it wasn’t my ideal ending, but that it was certainly
far better than some of the alternative endings I had imagined
possible. On further reflection, however, I realised the ending was
vitally important for the overall message of the series. With many
young adult series giving young girls a rather dangerous view of
romance, it was refreshing to see in Rapture a clear message that if
a boy acts jealously possessive and treats you as a means toward
his own ambitions that he doesn’t truly love you. Contrariwise, if
a boy strives to redress any power imbalance in your relationship
to ensure an equal partnership and respect your autonomy, this is
the foundation of a positive relationship. Real love is depicted in
the series as being the sort of sacrificial love that puts the interests
of the other first and accepts them exactly as they are. Given the
necessity of the ending to facilitate this message I can forgive the
fact it contained some minor disappointments.
As with all the earlier instalments, the cover art of Rapture is
gorgeous and the text font and size makes for very easy reading.
The language is accessible to a general audience and the mythology
and narrative style engaging. Thoroughly recommended.
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Review Of Hell

Elizabeth Vinton
Hell is the first movie that I have watched that
has Roland Emmerich attached to it, since his
‘remake’ of Godzilla (for ‘Hell’, he is executive
producer).
Those who are Emmerich fans, at least of his
Hollywood films, I think may be pleasantly (or
perhaps unpleasantly) surprised by the lack of epic scale to this
film – it may be a deliberate move on his part to move away from
larger scope films, but remain supportive of the ‘(post)apocalyptic’
theme he seems to be fascinated by.
Those who may be put off from Hell due to concerns over Emmerich’s
involvement should give the film a try as it is far from his style – I
get the impression that like Del Toro and many other directors, he
has supported an upcoming director’s (Tim Fehlbaum) project. His
name is definitely touted on many of the advertisements for the
film, I would say in an effort to mass promote it internationally –
especially as it’s a German film, in German.
The premise is simple – it is 2016, and Earth’s surface has become
inhabitable due to increased temperatures, exposure during the
day causes very serious burns within hours, the light from the sun
blinding. Even the night is brighter but allows safer travel for those
looking for food and water.
We follow three people, two sisters and a man they have befriended
along the way, as they follow the hope that a bird in the sky brings
them of water, of a place where they can have some sort of life.
The shots of the bleak (and yet in some scenes, beautiful)
landscapes, and of the sparse existence they have made in a car,
thickly papered to keep the deadly sun out, is very evocative. The
world they survive in, whilst not explained in any great detail, is
told in the images shown to the viewer rather than any form of
narrative.
The difference between dusty abandoned interiors, decaying signs
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of an old way of life and the white purity of the extreme daylight
hours depicts the harsh and vulnerable nature of the character’s
position. The fields filled with dead cattle and the forests of ghost
like trees, stripped of foliage are horrifying to behold.
This film is visually stunning, the cinematography especially in
scenes going from dark to light is amazing to watch. As the viewer
you are sometimes also put at a disadvantage in regards to sight
adding to the tension via excellent visual effects.
Sadly however the tale told within this amazing landscape is not
very original, not very complex and there is not a lot of character
development.
I found myself only liking one character the entire movie, Tom,
whom the threesome find in an abandoned gas station and take
with them on their journey. He carries scars that hint of interesting
stories not told, and has a very good survival instinct that comes
from experience. But we find out very little about him and his
past.
In fact overall we come into the middle of a story in terms of the
three main characters – which I felt was to the detriment of the plot.
In all the time the viewer spends with them the entirety of the film,
I really don’t think anyone, despite the terrible nature of events
that happen, develop any further than how they first appear. They
seem ‘untouched’ by what they go through.
The ‘bad guys’ of the film, also are fairly bland, and the scenes
with them take the movie from a post apocalyptic thriller into the
realm of predictable slasher horror.
The film goes from slow burn, full of tension, to out and out action,
but in the end the tale is short, and very simple. I found this to be a
shame as the world created to tell this story in was visually set up
extremely well and had so much promise in it.
All in all, if you are looking for a film that contains a simple story
told within a wonderful visual medium, and you are happy for it to
go from apocalyptic thriller to horror action, you will enjoy this.
I found it had potential that was not realised within such a short,
simple plot, but would be interested to see what the director does
next as he has a great visual eye.
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Rachel Hartman’s Seraphina
a review by Evie Kendal

I am generally very fussy about the subgenres I read. For example, I only like
romances if they are paranormal, and even
then only if they contain vampires. Likewise,
of the SFF sector I generally gravitate toward
the SF, while avidly avoiding the F. As such,
when presented with a young adult fantasy
novel complete with many of the classic
tropes (Arthurian culture, dragons, mystical
powers etc.) I was prepared for a painful
ordeal. I am pleased to report, however, that
Rachel Hartman’s Seraphina has forced
me to reconsider my position on fantasy texts. This novel is very
engaging and has a female protagonist who I found fascinating.
The fantastic world of Seraphina is very rich, with a well-defined
culture, religion and geography. The central novum of the book
is the existence of a dragon species living under a peace treaty
with humans. These dragons are able to assume human form,
however they are treated like second-class citizens and most
are forced to wear identifying bells around their necks while in
the human settlements. There is much uneasiness about these
dragons among the human population, who it is revealed drove
the dragons from their hunting grounds many decades ago. A
widely held belief among the deeply religious and superstitious
humans is that dragons do not possess a soul, and as such cannot
understand art and emotion. Dragons on the other hand consider
human emotion so dangerous they legislate against it, performing
memory excisions on any dragon who becomes “emotionally
compromised” while in their human form.
At the opening of the story, the Prince of the human kingdom is
murdered and dragons are implicated, threatening to destroy the
treaty that has been in place since the end of the war between
dragons and humans. The protagonist of the story, a dragon-
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human hybrid named Seraphina, becomes involved in the murder
investigation with the Prince’s nephew, Lucian Kiggs. All the while
Seraphina must hide her identity for fear that if either the humans
or dragons learned of the love affair between her parents she and
her entire family would be put to death. Seraphina is also plagued
by memories implanted in her by her deceased dragon mother,
which require her to establish an artificial “garden” in her mind
where she interacts with the spirits of some unusual creatures.
This psychological element is particularly interesting, as is the
exploration of serious issues such as self-harm and psychosis,
which are handled very sensitively for the young adult audience.
It is almost impossible to provide any further detail on the plot of
the story without risking serious spoilers, as the entire narrative
is a slow reveal of interesting information. Suffice it to say the
story it highly addictive and the revelations that occur throughout
manage to remain unpredictable, a rare quality in a fantasy novel
in my experience. The relationship between Lucian and Seraphina
is also very engaging, and I particularly liked that the qualities
he admires in her are things like perceptiveness, bravery and
intelligence, rather than the traditional obsession with appearance.
The first-person narration from Seraphina’s perspective also adds
an element of humour and highlights how Lucian never casts her
in the role of damsel-in-distress, even when she does herself.
My favourite example of this occurs on page 178 when Lucian
is discussing information Seraphina provided about the possibility
of a rogue dragon hideout in the hills and the need to track down
some banished dracomachia experts:
“To business,” he said. “My grandmother may think there is nothing
to be discovered out in the country, but Selda and I think she’s
wrong.” He leaned in closer. “You should carry on as planned. We
talked it over, though, and we can’t let you go alone.”
I drew back in surprise. “You can’t let me go where alone?”
“In search of Sir James Peascod. It’s not safe,” he insisted.
…
My mouth opened, but my torpid brain had not formed any words for
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it to say. When I’d written that a visit to the knights was warranted,
I meant Kiggs should go, not me! … How could anyone think it
remotely possible that I intended to ride off into the countryside –
alone, or any other way?
While Seraphina does not share Lucian’s faith in her ability at the
beginning, she never loses faith in his skill and integrity. The story
thus avoids the irritating misunderstandings that are so common in
romantic threads and often lacking any credibility. The emotional
connection between the characters has a genuine feel and the
reader develops a firm sympathy for Seraphina and her situation
as an outcast.
Regarding the technical aspects of the novel, the language and
vocabulary are both of high quality and likely to have an educational
advantage for young readers. The characterisation and fictional
world-building are also of superior quality. The physical book itself
is quite attractive, with a nice cover and good text size for easy
reading. The numbers on the pages are in a very distracting place
though, situated in the middle of the page along the outer edge on
both sides.
Overall, I recommend this book not only for young adults but also
older audiences looking for an exciting narrative that is quick and
easy to read.
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Metro winds by Isobelle Carmody
Reviewed by Nalini Haynes

Metro Winds by Isobelle Carmody is a series
of fairy tales for a YA or adult market (not for
children), presented as short stories and one
novella in one volume. Most of these are
original stories with one notable retelling of a
classic tale, reimagined in the most creative
way I’ve read to date.  It’s very difficult to talk
about short stories without giving away spoilers
so I recommend listening to Isobelle’s author
talk and reading for more information: she
presents Metro Winds beautifully, better than I,
plus – added bonus – she explains why it’s been so hard for her to
finish the Obernewtyn Chronicles.
Many of Isobelle’s fairy tales are in two or three acts: the introduction
where the background is established and the reader meets key
characters, a transition that is sometimes a transition point and at
others an act in itself, and the finale where some kind of conclusion
is wrought to the plot and/or the character/s. Sometimes this feels
like a launching pad for the reader to dream their own sequel, a
feature of storytelling too often replaced with i’s dotted, t’s crossed
and no room for further flights of imagination.
Isobelle’s prose is enchanting; I also enjoy her perspectives of
social issues, characters and life. I particularly enjoyed Isobelle’s
comments on beauty scattered through some of the stories. ‘The
strange blandness of extreme beauty’ describes how I see the
faces of supermodels like Elle McPherson; I felt a real connection
with Isobelle’s world-view at that point. She went on, ‘What most
people called beauty was so often really just youth and the health
that naturally went with it, combined with regular features. That
was why all gorgeous people looked more alike than ordinary
people.’ YES. THIS. Shortly before my son left home, we sat
down to watch a movie together that he really wanted to watch.
Even on our 45” TV I became really confused about who was who
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because so many of the actors looked alike that I couldn’t follow
the movie at all. Isobelle’s perspective on beauty really connected
with something in the core of who I am, where I believed that it
was just my disability that made me a freak in my perception and
appreciation of beauty.  Words cannot express the significance to
me of Isobelle’s comments in the narrative on beauty.
My only reservation was one of the later stories with a male
protagonist, which somewhat repulsed me, but others will rave
about it.
I thoroughly enjoyed Metro Winds even though I’m usually
dissatisfied with the brevity of short stories.  Highly recommended.  
Ideal for short commutes or leaving on the coffee table, to read
short stories while having breaks.

98

Dark Matter

Dreams Of Dust

Review by Elizabeth Vinton
I was very interested from the outset about
reading this collection of short stories written
by Jeff Shelton-Davis, after seeing them
defined as ‘weird pulpy fiction’ – I enjoy a pulp
fiction story every now and again, and this
collection proved to be some of the strangest
I have read!
The first story was Devil Come-A-Calling, a
supernatural western horror, not for the faint
hearted.
Jack Legg, running from a bank heist gone horrifically wrong,
travels with two brothers and finds himself outmatched when it
comes to pure evil.
Very well written western setting, nice contained short tale.
Reminded me of Robert E Howard’s Pigeons from Hell a little –
grotesque tale but told well and not to really repulse the reader but
you get the impression of deep horror from the plot.
In a strange way I found myself liking Jack, despite the fact that he
is not a very moral man, he has a very quirky spirit about him.
The next two tales – In His image and The Overlord’s Dream link
together in genre style being dark fantasy/science fiction, a bit
Amazing Stories in flavour. The inclusion of Devil Come-A-Calling
seemed odd after reading the last two as it is very different from
them.
In His Image is about a warrior who seeks to regain his son, and is
a dark morality tale, “Be careful what you wish for” as they say.
Again very well written, Jeff has a very accessible writing style for
those who like and have experience in reading complex and rich
fantasy settings and those who are new to it.
I was intrigued by the world he created, despite not in the end
really understanding or knowing a lot about its history and how
it works and all comes together – you get a glimpse of a very
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colourful place the characters exist in. Well described and visually
stunning, I would love to see this story in graphic novel format.
The Overlord’s Dream is very similar to In His Image, in that you
are immersed in a rich fantasy world, but this is utterly alien, no
humans reside but a strange race with a hive mind.
Religious beliefs are explored in this story as it is in the previous
and the consequences of faith, or lack of it in a culture.
As the overlord dreams of the sea he has never experienced, a
sign is found that may confirm a religious prophecy of a being that
could save their civilization.
I am glad I got an opportunity to read these short stories, which
were beautifully written, the last two especially, Dreams of Dust
being an excellent introduction to what Jeff is capable of as a writer
and I look forward to seeing more of his work in the future.
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Screen stuff
Arrietty

Studio Ghibli
Reviewer: Nalini Haynes
Arrietty is a Borrower, a little person who
lives with her parents under the floor of a
house, borrowing small items like sugar
cubes and little morsels of food that humans
would never notice going missing. Arrietty
is seen by a boy, Shawn, who talks to his
aunt in front of Haru, the housekeeper,
about little people. Haru decides to hunt down the little people
to get rid of them, regardless of her employer’s wish for the little
people to live in her dollhouse. The opening scenes build Arrietty’s
world effectively, demonstrating her size, how she lives and what
dangers she faces.
The plot is well-paced but gentle. Haru begins investigating, her
goals made clear when she calls in pest control. She’s just a
woman who wants to be rid of thieving pests, she’s not a terrifying
villain. Shawn is ill but gains hope and courage from Arrietty; this
is possibly the weakest point of the plot but it’s a positive message
to family audiences. This is a movie that is suitable for very young
viewers, a family movie.
The movie is animated: the characters are drawn as line and colour
figures, reasonably accurate proportions with eyes emphasised
for characterisation. Some of the landscapes are painterly
representations of luxuriant flowers and scenery.  
When I was 9 and 10 years old, I read and reread every one
of Mary Norton’s Borrower series that I could find in the school
library. Revisiting this story now had special meaning for me,
although some things made me pause for reflection.  Arrietty is
set in Japan, with subtle reminders including wooden floorboards,
humans wearing slippers inside and wooden clogs outside and
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the architecture of the house is somewhere between traditional
Japanese and a more Western style of home. A human using
a mobile phone was another reminder that Arrietty is made in a
different era to the one in which the Borrowers originally lived.
While my memories of the Borrowers stories have faded with
time, I’m fairly confident in saying that Arrietty is an adaptation:
this plot was not true to an original novel. Arrietty is a successful
interpretation of the original stories for a new generation; I hope
that young readers will discover Mary Norton’s books and delight
in them as much as I did, as a result of Arrietty the movie.
I highly recommend Arrietty as a family movie and as an effective
adaptation of the Borrowers.
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The Awakening

a movie review by Liz Vinton
As a fervent lover of old school British
Ghost stories, I was very excited to be
watching The Awakening – and I wasn’t
disappointed.
Set in England in the early 1920’s, the
age of ‘Spiritualism’, published author
Florence Cathcart is dedicated to exposing
frauds who pray upon those who have
lost a loved one and seek reunion with
their spirit.
Not all she seeks to help are happy with
the results, and it is clear that her mission
is taking a toll on her, her own grief for someone she lost a personal
daily struggle.
Just as Florence decides to take a break from her investigations,
she is approached by a teacher from a boys boarding school, Robert
Malory, with a grim story to tell of a haunting that is frightening the
boys in the extreme, and in one case, to death.
Naturally with some hesitation she takes on the case and goes on
a journey of fear, loss, loneliness, heartbreak, violence and love.
I would not classify The Awakening as a Horror film – whilst the
occasional moments of violence are brief and very shocking, they
are not gory or exploitative. I would consider it a supernatural
drama/thriller.
Setting the story in the 20’s, at a time where the populace were
obsessed with spirits and the afterlife was a stroke of genius,
and again this is a very classic ghost story, in a period setting
that the BBC do so well, such as The Woman in Black. This is
a traditional haunting, different from the newer (and very clever)
modern haunting through new technologies, these ghosts exist on
the edge of your sight sharing for a moment the same space as
you.
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The very human horrors alongside that of a supernatural threat
gives the story great pathos, and I will warn you, tears as you
experience the characters paths is very likely.
The boarding school is a character in and of itself, and with only
music and brilliant cinematography to support it. The building from
first glance is not stunning or majestic, but brooding, cold and
lonely – a sense of dread pervades. Scenes in rooms empty but
for scraps of furniture, with peeling walls and small windows add
to the atmosphere.
The cast is wonderful, The Awakening is a movie where you
can honestly say there was a team effort in bringing across the
emotional and very cathartic aspects of the plot. It was wonderful
to see Imelda Staunton again, her character was underplayed
and very memorable. Rebecca Hall (Florence) and Dominic West
(Robert) are very classic heroes of the piece, and worked together
well.
The children are amazing, there is something about a group of
English boys growing up in an isolated castle of a school that
evokes a deep feeling of claustrophobia and repression. Events
involving some of the children featured are very heartbreaking.
If you enjoyed classic ghost story films such as The Others, or The
Orphanage, you will enjoy The Awakening – it is not very original,
but it is not meant to be, just a classic ghost story told very well
through great actors and amazing visuals.
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Adventure Time
season 1
Reviewed by Daniel Haynes
Adventure time is a cartoon series
which airs on Cartoon Network.
The episodes are roughly 10
minutes long, and each episode feels like a rollercoaster ride, as
the show and plot never stays still.
The show is set in a post apocalyptic future (indicated by various
scenes throughout the show) and follows a human child called
Finn, and his dog Jake throughout their exploits and adventures
in the world.
While the show is run on a child-friendly network and doesn’t
contain obscenities or graphic violence, Adventure Time has some
of the finest multi-levelled, universal humour I have ever come
across. Double entendre’s, hidden meanings, phrasing, irony and
complete obvious speech are all worked together in fast paced
scripts that really work. The dialogue is witty and the situations/
conflicts in the episodes are completely tongue-in-cheek.
Although the animation is at times clunky or flat (compared with
later seasons which improve considerably), it works well to convey
the story. The artists have created an amazing world with fresh
environments for almost every episode, and the characters are
distinct and vibrant.
The voice acting is phenomenal, which is to be expected when
you have the likes of Joe DiMaggio and other equally talented
individuals lending their voice to unique characters.
The show has become a hit phenomenon worldwide with a
constantly growing fanbase and viewership worldwide of all ages,
thoroughly recommended!
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Dark Matter Volunteers
Edward Haynes
Edward was a precocious child who didn’t start talking until
he was four years old, but he started talking in sentences.
This is a fair indicator of Edward’s personality - don’t do it at
all unless you get it right! Not surprisingly, Edward is Dark
Matter’s proof reader. Any errors are most likely because
DM was published before he finished proof reading.
Edward is a true geek - he works in IT. Edward grew up with SF but hardly
reads, except for Dark Matter and IT books. Edward prefers movies, TV and
computer games.

Evie Kendal
Evie is currently completing her Masters in
medical ethics at Monash University where
she also works for the Faculty of Science and
Centre for Australian Indigenous Studies.
Her honours thesis “A Narratological Study
of J. R. Ward’s Black Dagger Brotherhood
series Volumes I-VIII” was completed
in 2010 through the School of English,
Communication and Performance Studies
at Monash. At present Evie is guest editing
a special edition of the academic journal
Colloquy: Text Theory Critique, focused on submissions from the Sìdhe Literary
Collective’s recent conference “Tights and Tiaras: Female Superheroes and
Media Culture.”

Ian Gunn 1958-1998
Ian was an award winning artist, receiving many

nominations and awards. The awards Ian won include
best fan artist Ditmar (1989, 1990, 1995, 1997, 1999),
best fan writer Ditmar (1990), ASFMA best media
fanartist (1991, 1996), ASFMA best media writer
(1996), FAAN award for best fan artist (1996) and the
best fanartist Hugo in 1999.
Dark Matter is privileged to be allowed to use Ian’s
work, thanks to KRin Pender-Gunn, Ian’s wife.  To find out more about Ian’s life
and work, go to http://members.optusnet.com.au/kringunny/ianbio.htm.
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Jade Hounsell
Well, what can I say but NERRRRD!!! I have to say
I’m most happy when gaming, reading, watching
sci-fi or at a convention, but I am absolutely in
my bliss zone when cosplaying. I am late to the
wonderful world of cosplay, only being introduced
in the last few years by my younger sister, but feel
freer in a costume then I do in “real life”. I excelled in
the English side of things in school, but decided to
let my parents and teachers down by not following
their intended university path and instead went
straight to work in the automotive industry, where
I still work to this day. Throw in my rambunctious husky and water loving feline
and bam there you have my life in a nutshell.

Nalini Haynes
Nalini’s first memories of SF are at the age of 3, hiding
behind her uncle’s chair terrified but unable to take
her eyes of the TV while Dr Who was playing. By the
time Nalini was about 10 her mother gave Nalini her
adult SF books to read to keep Nalini quiet. Nothing
much has changed since then, except gaining a few
kilos and a few wrinkles.
On a more serious note, Nalini holds two degrees
including her Master of Social Science. Passionate about social justice issues,
Nalini has worked with disadvantaged people as a counsellor and educator.
Nalini currently writes and edits Dark Matter fanzine. Nalini also lobbies for a
more enlightened future.
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Rebecca Muir
Rebecca was first introduced to the fantasy genre at about
eight, when her mother walked into the room and handed
her the box set of the Chronicles of Narnia, saying “This
is about to be shown on TV and it’s really good, but you
have to read the books first”.
A prolific reader (book-worm genes are strong in her
family), she grew up reading a wide range of literature including sci-fi and
fantasy, but has really been introduced to the genre properly by her husband
Erik. He (horrified that she hadn’t already seen it) made her sit down and watch
Star Wars, and has introduced her (and got her hooked) on Star Trek, Stargate
and Doctor Who. They have watched Babylon 5, Andromeda, Firefly and some
other shows together, as well as reading many sci-fi and fantasy books together
(a chapter read aloud at bedtime most nights!) Favourite authors would be
too numerous to mention. She has been introduced to Starcraft, again by her
husband and his brothers.
Rebecca has a degree in engineering, and works part time from home, allowing
her to raise two small children and pass on the book-worm heritage to them.
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